


If you want sharp edges to what you're painting, then any paint already put down on the paper must be dry before you paint another shape. If it is completely dry, then the shape will stay exactly as you'd painted it. If it isn't completely dry, the new layer will diffuse into the first (this is done deliberately when you're painting wet-on-wet).

Adding paint to a wet layer of paint on the paper produces a soft, diffused look as the colors mix. The extent to which the two colors mix depends on how wet the first layer still was and how dilute the second color was. You can get anything from a soft-edged shape to a widely spread pattern. In the example here, the blue was slightly damp when the red stripe was added, so the red hasn't mixed very far into the blue.
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