
And everything else 



 Jazz –  

 Call and Response –  

 Improvisation –  

 Syncopation –  

 Subgenre –  

 



 The 1800’s had a few sources which helped to develop 
early Jazz 
 African slave trade 

 Rhythms 

 Church music 
 Harmonies 

 European dance music (e.g. cakewalks) 
 Rhythms and Harmonies 

 Early Cuban music 
 Rhythms 

 



 With the Emancipation, freedom was now available to 
everyone. 

 Black musicians were now able to perform. 

 Start thinking about historical context. 

 

 A few styles of music came about that helped to 
develop Jazz. These subgenres created diversity which 
appealed to a large number of people.  

 



 To “Rag” means to syncopate. 

 The form was meant to copy the popular marches of 
the time. 
 John Phillip Sousa was known for his marches. 

 When you combine marches with syncopation, you get 
this: 



 The name supposedly comes from “Blue Devils” 
 If you are sad and melancholy, you have the “Blue 

Devils” 

 We use the term “Blue” by itself today 

 Traditionally, black musicians created the “Blues” 

 The Blues are a form and a genre 
 Genre – the sad music sung by black musicians 

 Form – 12 bars, traditionally” 
 I  I  IV  I  IV  IV  I  I  V  IV  I  V 

 Variations are used to keep it interesting 





 Why do we rely on certain patterns? 
 4/4, 3/4? 

 The major scale? 

 12 bar blues 

 Verse/Chorus 

 Talk with a partner about why patterns are important 
in music. 

 Share out. 



 The Blue note: 
 A variation of the Major Scale that creates the 

characteristic timbre. 

 The Blues Scale is          1  b3  4  b5  5  b7 

 The Blues are a long lasting sound in American music. 
 George Gershwins “Rhapsody in Blue” – Classical Blues 

 Many modern Jazz bands create and perform songs in 
the Blues style 



 Some modern day Blues musicians: 
 BB King 

 Eric Clapton 

 Bo Diddley 

 More prominent than the musicians are the 
inspirations of blues, especially in guitar playing.  



 Black musicians were organizing into marching bands 
that would walk through the streets playing a new 
style of music. 
 Dirges were typically used for funerals and other solemn 

occasions. 

 Upbeat music could be used to celebrate positive things. 

 

 New Orleans did not invent marching bands, but they 
helped change their purpose. 



 Why was New Orleans the birthplace of Jazz?  

 

 



 Tradition 
 New Orleans held a strong sense of tradition. The 

African, Carribean and European ideas were held close. 

 Diversity 
 There were so many cultures present in the city. 

 Poverty 
 Many musicians were poor. They did not study classical 

music. They were forced to create their own music.  



 New Orleans Jazz was also referred to as Dixie, or 
Dixieland.  

 Named after the south.  

 Very similar to traditional New Orleans Jazz, but 
focuses on multiple musicians playing at the same 
time.  



 One of the bloodiest wars in history. 
 People wanted something different. 

 Music was a rebellion.  

 Organized crime, corruption, speakeasies, and brand 
new music helped to define a generation. 

 Flappers 



Every generation in modern history has tried to push the 
limits of music and culture in order to rebel against the 
government, their parents, and society as a whole. 

 

Each generation tries to use shock as a way to gain 
recognition and notoriety. 

 

Most of today’s famous artists are better known for their 
strange dress/dance/words/attitude than for their 
music.  

 



 Jazz was noise. 

 Jazz influenced young people to dance provocatively. 

 Jazz was not wholesome. 

 Jazz was even likened to the Bolshevik movement in 
Russia. 

 

 Jazz was dismissed because of its racial origins. 



 The US took the music of poor southern musicians 
and turned it into party music. 

 Dancing to Jazz was now becoming popular.  

 They believed that the prosperity of the 20’s would 
never end. 



 Radio and Phonograph allowed Jazz to spread. 

 Even when touring bands would not travel to a certain 
location, the music could still reach them.  

 This turned the focus away from music that anyone 
could play. 

 More talented individuals were gaining recognition, 
recording, and reaching a wide audience. 



 The great depression hit America hard. 

 Despite poverty and unemployment, there are two 
things that people always found money for: 
 Alcohol 

 Music 

 Some of the greatest musicians of the time still had to 
find other work. There weren’t enough gigs to go 
around. 

 


