Viking Quest: World History Assignments

Week: 2314 -27th
* Read Chapter 18-1 and 18-2
» Create an outline/Cornell/or other form of note taking guide for the section.
o Complete pgs. 541 # 1-3, Pgs. 542-543 # 1-23, Pg. 553 # 1-8, Pg. 554 # 1-3, Pg. 561 #
1-8

* Complete Study Guide Handouts



Name Date Class

Reading Essentials and Study Guide

Chapter 18, Section 1
For use with textbook pages 547-553

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION BEGINS

KEY TERMS
estate each of the three divisions of French society (page 548)

relics of feudalism obligations that French peasants owed to their local landlords even though
serfdom no longer existed (page 548)

bourgeoisie the middle class in France that included merchants, bankers, industrialists, and pro-
fessional people {page 548)

sans-culottes ("without breeches”) the name that members of the Paris Commune gave
themselves (page 553)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Do you think the United States is divided into social classes? If yes, what
are the classes in U.S. society? If not, why not?

In this section, you will learn about the factors that contributed to the
French Revolution. France’s class system was one of those factors.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the pyramid diagram below to help you take notes. French society was
divided into three orders, or estates. Identify the groups that made up each
estate. List some of the occupations of the people in the Third Estate.

1. First Estate

2. Second Estate

3. Third Estate
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Reading Essentials and Study Guide

Chapter 18, Section 1 {continued)

READ TO LEARN

* Background to the Revolution (page 547)

The French Revolution began in 1789. It was more complex, more violent,
and more radical than the American Revolution. It tried to create both a new
political order and a new social order. The immediate causes of the French
Revolution were economic problems at the time, but there were also long-
range problems that created an environment for revolution. Before the
revolution, French society was based on inequality. France was divided into
three orders, or estates. The First Estate consisted of the clergy. There were
about 130,000 people in the First Estate. They owned about 10 percent of the
land and were exempt from the taille, the main tax in France. The Second
Estate was the nobility. There were about 350,000 people in this estate. They
owned about 25 to 30 percent of the land. They held many of the leading posi-
tions in the government, military, courts, and the higher church offices. They
were also exempt from the taille.

The Third Estate consisted of the commoners. This was the majority of the
French population. The Third Estate was further divided by occupations and
wealth. The peasants were the largest segment of the Third Estate. They were
about 75 to 80 percent of the total French population. As a group, they owned
about 35 to 40 percent of the land, but over half of them had little or no land
on which to survive. Serfdom had been largely eliminated, but French peas-
ants still had obligations to their local landlords. These relics of feudalism, or
aristocratic privileges, were obligations that survived from an earlier age. The
peasants deeply resented these obligations, which included fees to use village
facilities, such as the flourmill, community oven, and winepress. Another part
of the Third Estate consisted of skilled craftspeople, shopkeepers, and other
wage earners in the cities. A rise in consumer prices that was greater than the
increase in wages made it difficult for these urban groups to survive. This
struggle for survival led many of these people to play an important role in the
revolution. The bourgeoisie, or middle class, was another part of the Third
Estate. This group included about 8 percent of the population, or 2.3 million
people. They owned about 20 to 25 percent of the land. This group included
merchants, bankers, industrialists, doctors, lawyers, and writers. Members of
the middle class were unhappy with the privileges of the nobility. At the same
time, they had a great deal in common with the nobility. By obtaining public
offices, wealthy middleclass people could become part of the nobility.
Members of the nobility and the bourgeoisie were both influenced by the new
ideas of the Enlightenment. Many of the people in both of these groups were
opposed to the monarchy.

The social inequality in France created the background for the French
Revolution, but the immediate cause of the revolution was the near collapse
of government finances. Bad harvests in 1787 and 1788 and a slowdown in
manufacturing led to food shortages, rising prices for food, and unemploy-
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Chapter 18, Section 1 (wntinued)

ment in the cities. The number of poor reached crisis proportions. At the same
time, the French government continued to spend enormous amounts of
money on wars and luxuries. The queen, Marie Antoinette, was known for
her extravagance. On the verge of a complete financial collapse, the govern-
ment of Louis XVI was forced to call a meeting of the Estates-General. This
was the French parliament, and it had not met since 1614.

4. What was the immediate cause of the French Revolution?

* From Estates-General to National Assembly (page 549)

The Estates-General was composed of deputies (representatives) from the
three estates. The First and Second Estates had about three hundred delegates
each. The Third Estate had almost six hundred delegates. In order to fix
France's financial problems, most members of the Third Estate wanted to set
up a constitutional government that would abolish the tax exemptions of the
clergy and nobility. The meeting of the Estates-General opened at Versailles on
May 5, 1789. There was an immediate dispute about voting. Traditionally,
each estate had one vote. That meant that the First and Second Estates
together could outvote the Third Estate two to one. The Third Estate
demanded that each deputy have one vote. With the help of a few nobles and
clerics, that would give the Third Estate a majority. The king, however,
declared that he was in favor of the current system, in which each estate had
one vote.

The Third Estate reacted quickly. On June 17, 1789, it called itself a National
Assembly and decided to draft a constitution. When the deputies of the Third
Estate arrived at their meeting place three days later, they found the doors
locked. They moved to a nearby indoor tennis court and swore that they
would continue to meet until they had produced a French constitution. The
oath they swore is called the Tennis Court Oath. Louis XVI began to make
plans to use force against the Third Estate. But before he could do this, a mob
of Parisians stormed the Bastille, an armory and prison in Paris. They tore the
Bastille apart, brick by brick. This took place on July 14. Paris soon came under
the control of the rebels. Louis XVI was no longer in control. Revolutions and
peasant rebellions broke out throughout France. They became part of the Great
Fear, a panic that spread quickly through France in the summer of 1789.
Citizens began to form militias, because they were afraid that they would be
invaded by foreign troops that supported the French monarchy.
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Chapter 18, Section 1 (wontinved)

5. What event brought an end to Louis XVI's control in France?

¢ The Destruction of the Old Regime (page 550)

One of the first acts of the National Assembly was to destroy the relics of
feudalism. On August 4, 1789, the National Assembly voted to abolish the
rights of landlords and the financial privileges of the nobility and clergy. On
August 26, the National Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of
Man and the Citizen. This was a charter of basic liberties that was inspired by
the American Declaration of Independence and Constitution and the English
Bill of Rights. It proclaimed freedom and equal rights for all men, access to
public office based on talent, and an end to exemptions from taxation. All citi-
zens were to have the right to take part in the making of laws. Freedom of
speech and the press were guaranteed. The guarantee of equal rights did not
include women, however. In response, Olympe de Gouges, a female author,
wrote a Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen. In it, she
insisted that women should have the same rights as men. But the National
Assembly ignored her demands.

Louis XVI remained at Versailles and refused to accept the National
Assembly’s decrees on the abolition of feudalism and the Declaration of
Rights. On October 5, thousands of Parisian women marched to Versailles.
They forced the king to accept the new decrees. They insisted that the royal
family return to Paris to show the king's support of the National Assembly.
On October 6, the royal family moved to Paris, where they became virtual
prisoners.

The Catholic Church was seen as a pillar of the old order. The National
Assemnbly seized and sold the lands of the Church. A new Civil Constitution
of the Clergy was put into effect. Bishops and priests were to be elected by the
people and paid by the state. The French government now controlled the
Church. As a result, many Catholics became enemies of the revolution.

The National Assembly completed a new constitution, the Constitution of
1791. 1t set up a limited monarchy. There was still a king, but a Legislative
Assembly made the laws. This Assembly was to have 745 representatives.
Although all males had the same rights, only men over 25 who paid a speci-
fied amount in taxes could vote. This ensured that only the more affluent
members of society would be elected. By 1791, the old order had been
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Chapter 18, Section 1 (continved)

destroyed, but many people opposed the new order. These included Catholic
priests, nobles, lower classes hurt by a rise in the cost of living, and radicals
who wanted even more drastic solutions.

Some European leaders began to fear that revolutions would spread to their
countries. The rulers of Austria and Prussia tried to use force to restore Louis
XVI to full power. The Legislative Assembly declared war on Austria in the
spring of 1792. The French fared badly at first. Defeats in war and economic
shortages at home led to new demonstrations in the spring of 1792. In August,
radical political groups in Paris declared themselves a commune. Many of the
members of the Paris Commune proudly called themselves the sans-culottes
(“without breeches”). This meant that they were ordinary patriots without
fine clothes. They attacked the royal palace and the Legislative Assembly.
They took the king captive. They forced the Legislative Assembly to suspend
the monarchy and call for a National Convention. This convention would be
chosen on the basis of universal male suffrage. (Under universal male suf-
frage, all adult males had the right to vote.)

6. What groups in France in 1791 opposed the new order?
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Chapter 18, Section 2
For use with textbook pages 555-561

RADICAL REVOLUTION AND REACTION

KEY TERMS

factions dissenting groups (page 556)
elector an individual qualified to vote in an election (page 567)

coup d'état a sudden overthrow of a government (page 561)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Have you ever seen or heard about the play Les Misérables? What is the
theme of the play?

In the last section, you read about the French Revolution. In this section,
you will learn how radical groups and leaders began to control the revolution
and how other countries reacted to the revolution.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Complete the time line below using information from this section and the
last section. Identify the four governmental bodies that ruled France after the
Estates-General convened in 1789 and before Napoleon seized control in 1799.
Also indicate the dates (years) that each of these four bodies controlled France.

Estates-General 1 2.

Y
Y

3. a. Napoleon’s Consulate
and Empire

Y
Y
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Chapter 18, Section 2 (continued)

READ TO LEARN

® The Move to Radicalism (page 555)

The Paris Commune had forced the Legislative Assembly to call a National
Convention. The sans-culottes (members of the Commune) took other steps
toward a more radical revolution. They took revenge on people who had
helped the king or resisted the revolution. Thousands of people were arrested
and killed. New leaders, such as Jean-Paul Marat, encouraged the poor to use
violence to get what they needed.

In September 1792, the newly elected National Convention began to meet.
Although it had been created to draft a new constitution, it also acted as the
ruling body of France. The Convention was dominated by lawyers, profes-
sionals, and property owners. Almost all of the deputies distrusted the king.
The Convention'’s first major step was to abolish the monarchy and establish
a republic, the French Republic. The Paris Commune favored radical change
and put constant pressure on the National Convention to adopt more radical
positions. The National Convention did not rule all of France, however.
Peasants in western France and people in France’s major provincial cities
refused to accept the authority of the National Convention.

The members of the Convention soon split into factions (dissenting groups)
over the fate of the king. The two most important factions were the Girondins
and the Mountain. Both factions were members of the Jacobin club, a large
network of political groups throughout France. The Girondins represented the
provinces, the areas outside the cities. The Girondins feared the radical mobs
in Paris and wanted to keep the king alive. The Mountain represented the
radicals in Paris. The Mountain won at the beginning of 1793 when they
convinced the National Convention to condemn Louis XVI to death. He was
beheaded on the guillotine on January 21, 1793. The execution of the king out-
raged the royalty of most of Europe. An informal coalition of Austria, Prussia,
Spain, Portugal, Britain, and the Dutch Republic took up arms against France.
By the spring of 1793, they were ready to invade France. To meet this crisis,
the National Convention gave broad powers to a special committee of 12
known as the Committee of Public Safety. It was dominated at first by
Georges Danton, then by Maximilien Robespierre.

5. Why did the National Convention form the Committee of Public Safety?
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Chapter 18, Section 2 (continued)

* The Reign of Terror (page 557)

For roughly a year during 1793 and 1794, the Committee of Public Safety
took control. The Committee acted to defend France from foreign enemies and
rebellions at home. The Committee set in motion an effort that came to be
known as the Reign of Terror. During the Reign of Terror, nearly 40,000 people
were killed, many by the guillotine. Most executions were held in places that
had openly rebelled against the authority of the National Convention. The
Committee of Public Safety decided to make an example of the city of Lyons.
1,880 people in that city were executed. In western France, the revolutionary
armies were brutal in defeating rebel armies. Perhaps the most notorious act
of violence occurred in Nantes, where victims were executed by being sunk in
barges in the Loire River. People from all classes were killed during the Terror.
About 15 percent of the victims were from the clergy and nobility, and the rest
were from the bourgeoisie and peasant classes.

The Committee of Public Safety took other steps to control France and to
create a new order, called the Republic of Virtue. The Committee tried to pro-
vide some economic controls by establishing price limits on goods considered
necessities, such as food, fuel, and clothing. But the controls did not work
very well. The National Convention also pursued a policy of dechristianiza-
tion. The word saint was removed from street names, churches were pillaged
or closed, and priests were encouraged to marry. In November 1793, a public
ceremony dedicated to the worship of reason was held in the cathedral of
Notre Dame. A new calendar was also adopted. Years were no longer num-
bered from the birth of Christ but from September 22, 1792—the first day of
the French Republic. Sundays and church holidays were eliminated.
Dechristianization failed to work, however, because France was still over-
whelmingly Catholic.

Women were actively involved in the revolution. Women observed sessions
of the National Convention and made their demands known. In 1793, two
women founded the Society for Revolutionary Republican Women. This
group was made up of working-class women. They were ready to defend the
new French Republic if the need arose. Many men, however, continued to
believe that women should not participate in political and military affairs.

6. What steps did the National Convention take to try to dechristianize
France?
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Chapter 18, Section 2 (continued)

* A Nation in Arms (page 560)

To save the republic from its foreign enemies, the Committee of Public
Safety decreed a universal mobilization of the nation on August 23, 1793. In
less than a year, the revolutionary government had raised a huge army. By
September 1794, the army numbered over one million. The republic’s army
was the largest in European history. It pushed the ailies invading France back
across the Rhine and even conquered the Austrian Netherlands. The French
revolutionary army was a new kind of army. It was not made up of profes-
sional soldiers. It was created by a people’s government, Its wars were
people’s wars, not wars between rulers.

By the summer of 1794, the French had defeated most of their foreign ene-
mies. There was less need for the Committee of Public Safety, but it continued
to exist. Robespierre had become very powerful and was obsessed with rid-
ding France of all its corrupt elements. Many deputies in the National
Convention feared Robespierre and voted to execute him. He was guillotined
on July 28, 1794. After his death, more moderate leaders took control, and the
Reign of Terror came to an end.

7. In what ways was the French revolutionary army different from previ-
ous armies?

» The Directory (page 560)

The National Convention reduced the power of the Committee of Public
Safety. Churches were allowed to reopen. A new constitution was created in
August 1795. It established a national legislative assembly. It had two cham-
bers: a lower house, known as the Council of 500, which initiated legislation,
and an upper house, the Council of Elders, which accepted or rejected the
proposed laws. The members of the two chambers were chosen by electors
(individuals qualified to vote in an election). The electors had to be owners or
renters of property worth a certain amount. This limited the number of elec-
tors to 30,000.

The Council of Elders elected five directors to act as the executive commit-
tee, or Directory. The Directory and the legislature ruled the country. The
period under the government of the Directory (1795-1799) was a time of cor-
ruption. The Directory had many enemies. Both royalists and radicals were
unhappy. Royalists wanted to restore the monarchy. Radicals were unhappy
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Chapter 18, Section 2 (continued)

with the turn toward moderation. The Directory was unable to find a solution
to the country’s economic problems, and it was still carrying on wars started
by the Committee of Public Safety. In 1799, a coup d‘état (a sudden overthrow
of the government) ended the Directory. The coup d'état was led by the suc-
cessful and popular general Napoleon Bonaparte.

8. Why was the government of the Directory unpopular?
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