Viking Quest: World History Assignments

Maqy 201

Week: 11th -15th
* Read Chapter 22-1 and 22-2
o (reate an outline/Cornell/or other form of note taking guide for the section.
» Complete pgs. 678 # 1-21, Pg. 689 # 1-8. Pg. 698 # 1-8

» Complete Study Guide Handouts
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Reading Essentials and Study Guide

Chapter 22, Section 1
For use with textbook pages 683—689

THE DECLINE OF THE QING DYNASTY

KEY TERMS
extraterritoriality living in a foreign country without being subject to its laws (page 685)

self-strengthening a policy in China in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that
encouraged the adoption of Western technology, whiie keeping Confucian values and
institutions (page 686)

spheres of influence areas in China where imperial powers had exclusive trading rights
{(page 687)

indemnity a payment for damages (page 689}

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Do you like change? Why do you think many people are resistant to
change?

In this section, you will read about the decline of the Qing dynasty in
China. As the Qing dynasty declined, some Chinese leaders pushed for
reforms, but others were resistant to change.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the diagram below to help you take notes. The decline of the Qing
dynasty was the result of internal problems within China, as well as external
pressures by Western countries. List four of the internal problems that caused
the Qing dynasty to decline.

External Pressures
by Foreigners

Internal Problems

Decline of the
Qing Dynasty
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Reading Essentials and Study Guide

Chapter 22, Section 1 (continved)

READ TO LEARN

e Causes of Decline (page 633)

In 1800, the Qing dynasty was at the height of its power. During the next
hundred years, however, it declined and collapsed. One important reason for
the decline was external pressure from Westerners. But internal problems also
played a role in its decline. The Qing dynasty began to have problems with
corruption, peasant unrest, and incompetence. Population growth made
things worse, By 1900, there were 400 million people in China. Population
growth created a serious food shortage, and many people died of hunger.

5. How did population growth contribute to the decline of the Qing
dynasty?

® The Opium War (page 684)

By 1800, Europeans had been in contact with China for more than two hun-
dred years. But European merchants were restricted to a small trading post at
Guangzhou (Canton). The British did not like this arrangement. The British
also had a trade imbalance in China. Britain imported tea, silk, and porcelain
from the Chinese and sent Indian cotton to China to pay for these imports.
But the cotton did not cover all of the imports, and the British had to pay for
more and more of the imports with silver. To improve their trade balance, the
British began to trade opium with the Chinese. Opium is a highly addictive
drug that was grown in northern India. The Chinese government had already
seen how dangerous opium was and had made the opium trade illegal. They
asked the British government to stop the opium trade, but the British refused.
The Chinese government then blockaded the foreign area in Guangzhou so
that they could seize the opium before it came into the country. The British
responded with force, which started the first Opium War (1839-1842).

The Chinese were no match for the British. British warships destroyed
Chinese forts and sailed up the Chang Jiang (Yangtze River). The Qing
dynasty decided to make peace with the British. In the Treaty of Nanjing in
1842, the Chinese agreed to open five coastal ports to British trade. In these
ports, Europeans lived in their own sections and were subject to their own
laws, not to Chinese laws. This practice is known as extraterritoriality. The
Chinese also agreed to limit taxes on imported British goods and to pay for
the costs of the war. China also gave the island of Hong Kong to the British.
Nothing was said in the treaty about the opium trade.
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Chapter 22, Section 1 (continved)

6. Why did the British begin to trade opium with China?

* The Tai Ping Rebellion (page 685)

The Chinese government was unable to deal with the economic problems
at the time. This led to a peasant revolt, known as the Tai Ping Rebellion
(1850-1864). Hong Xiuquan, a Christian convert, led it. He believed that God
had given him the mission of destroying the Qing dynasty. He was joined by
many peasants and captured the town of Yongan, He then proclaimed a new
dynasty, the Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace (Tai Ping Tianguo). The Tai
Ping Rebellion had several goals. These goals included giving land to all peas-
ants and treating women as equals of men. People were also required to give
up their private possessions. Money, focd, and clothing were to be shared
equally by all. Hong outlawed alcohol and tobacco and the practice of binding
women'’s feet. In March 1853, the rebels seized Nanjing and killed 25,000 peo-
ple. The revolt continued for 10 more years but gradually began to fall apart.
Europeans came to the aid of the Qing dynasty. In 1864, Chinese forces recap-
tured Nanjing and destroyed the rebel forces. By the end of the rebellion,
twenty million people had been killed.

One reason that the Qing dynasty was unable to deal effectively with these
internal problems was its struggle with the Western powers. Beginning in
1856, Great Britain and France used force to gain more trade privileges.
Because of the Treaty of Tianjin, in 1858 the Chinese agreed to legalize the
opium trade and open new ports to foreign trade. They also gave the penin-
sula of Kowloon to Great Britain. When the Chinese resisted parts of the
treaty, the British seized Beijing in 1860.

7. What were some of the goals of the Tai Ping Rebellion?
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Chapter 22, Section 1 (continued)

* Efforts at Reform (page 686)

By the late 1870s, the Qing dynasty was in decline. Government troops had
relied on the armies of regional warlords to help fight the Tai Ping Rebellion.
To pay their armies, warlords had collected taxes from local people. After
the rebellion was over, many warlords continued to collect taxes for their
own use.

The Qing dynasty finally began to listen to reformers. The reformers
wanted a new policy that they called “self-strengthening.” This meant that
China should adopt Western technology while keeping Confucian values and
institutions. This became the basis for China’s foreign and domestic policy for
the next 25 years. Factories were built to produce modern weapons and ships.
Railroads were also built. But the traditional Chinese bureaucracy was
retained, and civil service examinations were still used to select government
officials.

8. What reforms did the Qing dynasty begin to make in the late 1870s?

* The Advance of Imperialism (page 687)

Russia took advantage of the Qing dynasty’s weakness and forced China to
give up territories north of the Amur River in Siberia. In Tibet, Russia and
Great Britain struggled for control. This allowed Tibet to become free from
Chinese influence.

European countries began to create spheres of influence in China. These
were areas where the imperial powers had exclusive trading rights. After the
Tai Ping Rebellion, warlords began to negotiate directly with foreign nations.
In return for money, the warlords gave these nations exclusive trading rights
or railroad-building or mining privileges. Britain, France, Germany, Russia,
and Japan all established spheres of influence in China.

In 1894, China went to war with Japan over Japanese involvement in Korea.

The Chinese were defeated. Japan demanded and received the island of
Taiwan and the Liaodong Peninsula. But European powers forced Japan to
give the Liaodong Peninsula back to China. In 1897, two German missionaries
in China were murdered. Germany used this pretext to demand territories in
the Shandong Peninsula. China gave these territories to Germany. As a result,
other European nations began to make new claims on Chinese territory.
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Chapter 22, Section 1 (continved)

In the spring of 1898, the young emperor Guang Xu started a reform pro-
gram based on changes in Japan. During the following weeks, known as the
One Hundred Days of Reform, he issued edicts calling for major political,
administrative, and educational reforms. Many conservatives opposed these
reforms. The emperor’s aunt, Empress Dowager Ci Xi, also opposed the
reforms. With the aid of the imperial army, she was able to imprison the
emperor and end his reform efforts.

9. Why did the reform efforts of Guang Xu fail?

* Opening the Door to China (page 688)

Great Britain and the United States became afraid that other nations would
overrun China if the Chinese government collapsed. In 1899, U.S, secretary of
state John Hay presented a proposal that ensured equal access to the Chinese
market for all nations. It also preserved the unity of the Chinese Empire.
When none of the other governments opposed the idea, Hay proclaimed that
all major nations had agreed that China should have an Open Door policy.

The Open Door policy did not end the system of spheres of influence. But it
did reduce the limits on foreign imports that had been imposed within each
sphere. The policy also lessened fears in Britain, France, Germany, and Russia
that other powers would take advantage of China’s weakness and try fo dom-
inate the Chinese market.

10. What was the Open Door policy? What were some of its effects?
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Chapter 22, Section 1 (continued)

¢ The Boxer Rebellion (page 689)

The Open Door policy did not stop the Boxer Rebellion. Boxer was the pop-
ular name for members of a secret organization called the Society of the
Harmonious Fists. The Boxers were upset by the foreign takeover of Chinese
lands. Their slogan was “destroy the foreigner.” They especially disliked
Christian missionaries and Chinese converts to Christianity. At the beginning
of 1900, Boxers roamed the countryside and killed missionaries and Chinese
Christians. Their victims also included foreign businessmen and even the
German envoy to Beijing. In response to the killings, an allied army of twenty
thousand British, French, German, Russian, American, and Japanese troops
attacked Beijing in August 1900. The army restored order and demanded
more concessions from the Chinese government. The Chinese government

was forced to pay a heavy indemnity { a payment for damages) to the nations
that had crushed the rebellion.

11. Who were the Boxers? Why were they upset?
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Chapter 22, Section 2
For use with textbook pages 691696

REVOLUTION IN CHINA

KEY TERMS
provincial local, as opposed to national (page 6917)

commodity a marketable product (page 694)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Have you ever read any books about China? What are some customs or tra-
ditions in China? How are they the same or different from your family’s
customs or traditions?

In the last section, you read about the decline of the Qing dynasty. In this

section, you will learn about the fall of the Qing dynasty in the early twenti-
eth century, and the changes in Chinese society and culture during this time.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the diagram below to help you take notes. The coming of Westerners
dramatically affected China. List three ways that the Chinese economy was
affected by Westerners. Also list three ways that the West influenced Chinese
culture.

Effect of Westerners

Chinese Economy Chinese Culture
1 a.
2. 5
3 6.
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Chapter 22, Section 2 (continued)

READ TO LEARN

* The Fall of the Qing (page 691)

After the Boxer Rebellion, the Qing dynasty tried to make reforms. The civil
service examination system was replaced by a new educational system based
on the Western model. In 1909, legislative assemblies were formed at the
provincial (local) level. Elections for a national assembly were held in 1910.
Reformers soon became angry, however, when they discovered that the new
assemblies could not pass laws but could only give advice to the ruler. The
reforms also did nothing for the peasants, artisans, and miners. Their living
conditions were getting worse because of tax increases. Unrest grew in the
countryside.

The first signs of revolution appeared during the last decade of the nine-
teenth century. A young radical, Sun Yat-sen, formed the Revive China
Society. Sun believed that the Qing dynasty could no longer govern the coun-
try. But he knew that the Chinese people were not ready for democracy. He
developed a reform process that had three stages: a military takeover, a transi-
tional phase in which Sun’s own revolutionary party would prepare the
people for democratic rule, and the final stage of a constitutional democracy.
In 1905, Sun united radical groups across China and formed the
Revolutionary Alliance.

In 1908, Empress Dowager Ci Xi died. The throne now passed to China’s
“last emperor,” Henry Pu Yi, who was an infant. In October 1911, followers of
Sun Yat-sen started an uprising in Central China. The Qing dynasty collapsed,
but Sun’s party did not have the military or political power to form a new
government. The party was forced to turn to General Yuan Shigai, who con-
trolled the army. He agreed to serve as president of a new Chinese republic.

7. What were the three stages of reform proposed by Sun Yat-sen?

e An Era of Civil War (page 693)

After the collapse of the Qing dynasty, the military took over. General Yuan
Shigai ruled in a traditional way and even tried to set up a new imperial
dynasty. Reformers hated him because he used murder and terror to destroy
the new democratic institutions. He was hated by traditionalists for being dis-
loyal to the Qing dynasty. He came into conflict with Sun’s party, now called
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Chapter 22, Section 2 (continued)

the Guomindang, or Nationalist Party. When Yuan dissolved the new parlia-
ment, the Nationalists started a rebellion. The rebellion failed, and Sun Yat-sen
fled to Japan.

General Yuan died in 1916 and was succeeded by one of his officers. For the
next several years, China slipped into civil war. Warlords seized power in the
provinces. Their soldiers caused massive destruction throughout China.

8. Why was General Yuan Shigai so unpopular?

* Chinese Society in Transition (page 694)

The coming of Westerners to China affected the Chinese economy in three
ways. Westerners introduced modern means of transportation and communi-
cation. They also created an export market and integrated the Chinese
economy into the world economy. The growth of industry and trade was
especially noticeable in the cities. A national market for commodities {mar-
ketable products), such as oil, copper, salt, tea, and porcelain, had developed.
New crops brought in from other countries increased food production. To
some, these changes were beneficial. Western influences forced the Chinese to
adopt new ways of thinking and acting. But China paid a heavy price for the
new ways. Its local industry was largely destroyed. Many of the profits in the
new economy went to foreign countries.

After World War 1, Chinese businesspeople began to develop new ventures.
Shanghai, Wuhan, Tianjin, and Guangzhou became major industrial and com-
mercial centers with a growing middle class and an industrial working class.

9. In what ways did the coming of Westerners have a negative effect on
the Chinese economy?
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Chapter 22, Section 2 (continued)

¢ China’s Changing Culture (page 695)

In 1800, daily life for most Chinese people was the same as it had been for
centuries. Most were farmers, living in villages in rice fields and on hillsides.
125 years later, there was a different society in China. The changes were most
obvious in the cities. The educated and wealthy in the cities had been affected
by the presence of Westerners in the country. Confucian social ideals were
declining. Radical reformers wanted to eliminate traditional culture. They
wanted to create a new China that would be respected by the modern world.

The first changes in traditional culture came in the late nineteenth century.
Intellectuals began to introduce Western books, paintings, music, and ideas to
China. Western literature and art became popular in China, especially among
the urban middle class. Most creative artists followed foreign trends, although
traditionalists held on to Chinese culture. Literature in particular was influ-
enced by foreign ideas. Most Chinese novels written after World War I dealt
with Chinese subjects, but they reflected the Western tendency toward real-
ism. Most of China’s modern authors also showed a clear contempt for the
past. Ba Jin was one of China's foremost writers at the turn of the century. In
his trilogy, Family, Spring, and Autumn, he describes the disintegration of tra-
ditional Confucian ways as the younger members of a large family attempt to
break away from their elders.

10. In what ways was Chinese literature particularly influenced by foreign
ideas?
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