Planet Research Project
14 Question Sections

1. Use this list of 14 question sections to research and find out about your planet.  

2. As you research about your planet, take notes on the Planet Information Sheet with the information you find.  Use the internet and non-fiction resources such as the text book to gather your information.

3. Then use the Planet Information Sheet  to create a Visual  Presentation Project.
4. You will turn in this Planet Information Sheet prior to the completion of your project.
  
Use the questions below to complete your research:

1. The Planet’s Name:  How did the planet get its name?  What does it mean? (Many planets were named after mythological Gods). What is the planet’s symbol?
2. Planet’s Discovery:  What was the date that it was discovered?  Who discovered the planet?
3. Planet’s Size:  How big is your planet?  How does it rate in terms of the other planets in terms of size (biggest, smallest):  What is your planet’s mass? Gravity? How much would you weigh on your planet?
4. Position in the Solar System: Where is your planet located (for example, Mars in the fourth planet from the Sun)?   How far from the Sun does it orbit?   Is its orbit unusual? What is the distance from the Sun in AU? Distance from Earth in AU?
5.  Rotation on its Axis:  How long does it take for your planet to rotate on its own axis?  (This is 
one day on your planet.)
6. Gravity:  What is the force of gravity at the surface of your planet?  For example, what would a 100-pound person weigh on that planet?
7.   Orbit: How long does it take for your planet to orbit the Sun? (This is one year on your planet.) 
8.    Atmosphere: What is the composition of the atmosphere of your planet? Is it a thick or a thin 
atmosphere? 

9.    Temperature: What is the temperature range on your planet? How does this compare to the 
temperature on Earth? 

10.  Composition of Your Planet and its Appearance: What type of planet is it (is it rocky or a gas 
giant)? What is its internal composition? What does your planet look like? 

11.  Moons: If there are moons orbiting your planet, describe them and when they were discovered.   
12.  Rings: If there are rings orbiting your planet, describe them and when they were discovered. 

13.  How Would a Human be on Your Planet: On your planet, would a person choke in the atmosphere, be squashed by the extreme gravity, float with ease, freeze, burn up, or something else? 

14.  Something Special: Is there anything special about your planet? This can often be the best part 
of the report, taking you off on interesting topics. For example, are there 100-year-long storms 
on your planet? Are there giant volcanoes? Does your planet have a much tilted axis (giving it 
extreme seasons)? Have spacecraft visited your planet? If so, what have they discovered? Is your 
planet in an orbital resonance with another body? 
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1.  All students will research a Planet and complete the Planet Information Sheet using the internet and non-fiction resources.

S.  All students must also create and complete one Visual Presentation Project:
· Visual Project:   Create 1 visual project about your Planet with information displayed.   Pictures may be copied, pasted, and printed from the internet. 
1.  A Poster which includes a title, pictures of the Planet and captions to go the pictures.  If you need poster paper, Mrs. Ski can provide you with a white sheet of paper which is 24" x 36". Any larger and you will need to let me know in advance and may need $$. 
2.  A poster display board which includes a title, pictures of the Planet and captions to go the pictures. You will need to purchase or create your own display board.
3.  A Power Point Slide Show of your Planet which includes pictures (visuals) and information on the Planet.  Students must bring the completed slide show to school on a flash drive or CD.  Students should be able to operate the slide show in order to show the slide show to the class.
4.  A book on your Planet which includes pictures and written information about the Planet.  Mrs. Ski can assist you with binding the pages together if needed.
5.  If you have other ideas, please see Mrs. Ski to okay your visual project.  
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Grading Rubric

	A Project
	· Project shows creativity and organization.

· Answers at 1east 13 question sections about the planet.
· Answers are accurate and complete using at least 3 sources of information (books, internet, etc.)

· Project includes a detailed written report that is written in complete sentences and multiple paragraph format. 
· No plagiarism (report is written in student’s own words).
· Answers have little/no mistakes in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

· Work is neatly written or typed.

· Visual project contains great detailed information from the Planet Information Sheet.
· Visual project contains many colorful pictures that go with the information.                                          

	B Project


	· Project shows some creativity and organization.

· Answers at least 10 question sections about the planet.

· Answers are accurate and complete using at least 3 sources of information (books, internet, etc.)

· Project may include a written report that is written in complete sentences and multiple paragraph format.  Details may be lacking to report.

· No plagiarism (report is written in student’s own words).

· Answers have few mistakes in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

· Work is neatly written or typed.

· Visual project contains detailed information from the Planet Information Sheet.

· Visual project contains some colorful pictures that go with the information.

	C Project
	· Project lacks creativity and organization.

· Answers at least 8 question sections about the planet.

· Not all answers are accurate and complete and may not have used 3 sources (books, internet, etc.)

· No written report is included or the written report is not written in complete sentences and paragraph format.   Written report has few details.

· There may be some plagiarism.

· Answers have mistakes in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

· Work is messily written.

· Project little detailed information from the Planet Information Sheet.

· Project contains few colorful pictures that go with the information.

	D/E Project
	•
Project is incomplete or not turned in.

•
Answers fewer than 8 question sections about the planet.

•
Answers are not accurate and complete and may not have used 3 sources (books, internet, etc.)

•
No written report is included or the written report is not in complete sentences or paragraph format.  Little to no details are given in the report.

•
Information is plagiarized from another source.

•
Answers have mistakes in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

•
Work is messily written.

•
Project little/no information from the Planet Information Sheet.

•
Project contains little/no colorful pictures that go with the information.
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