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For use with texthook pages 503-507.

NTEREST GROUP ORGANIZATION

KEY TERMS

interest group A group with common goals who organize to influence government (page 503)
public-interest group A group that seeks policy goals that it befieves will benefit the nation (page 506)

Have you ever belonged to a fan club? Members of a fan club have a common interest in a celebrity.
Interest groups are also organized around common interests.

This section focuses on the different interest groups that try to influence American government,

[ORGANIZINGIYOUR-THOUGHTS

Use the graphic organizer below to help you take notes as you read the summaries that follow. Think
about the different categories of interest groups.

Business Interest Groups Labor Interast Groups Agricultural Interest Groups
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[e] Introduction (page 503)

An interest group is a group of people who share common goals and organize to inlluence government.
Americans have organized to pressure all levels of government. These groups spend much time and
money trying to influence officeholders to support laws that the groups feel will be good for them.

[e] Power of Interest Groups (page 503)

Political parties and interest groups differ in the following ways:

A. Polilical partics nominate candidates for office and try to win eleclions. Interest groups may support
candidates who favor their ideas, but they do not nominate candidates for office.

B. Intcrest groups arc concerned with only a few issues and do not try to gain members with different
point of view, as parties do,

C. Most intcrest groups are organized on the basis of commeon values rather than on geographic
location, as parties are.

Citizens communicale their needs and wants to government leaders through interest groups. Members of

an interest group swing into action when lawmakers begin to address the important concerns of the group.

An interest group has a stronger bargaining position with government leaders by representing more than
one person. On the state and national levels, an interest group draws from the money and knowledge of
its many members. As a result, it can have an influence far beyond the power of any individual member.

1. What is the purpose of interest groups?

[¢] Leadership and Membership (page 505)

Leaders of interest groups play the following roles:

They strengthen the political power of the group by unifying its members.

They inform members of the group’s activities through newsletters, mailings, and telephone calls.
They act as speakers for their group and try to improve its image in the media.

. They plan the group’s strategy.

They raise money to run the organization.

mmoN®p

They oversee financial decisions of the group.

People join interest groups for the following reasons:

A. A group may help promote an individual’s sel-interests. For example, a labor union works for higher
wages for its members.

B. Many citizens believe in certain ideas or political principles that they wish to see passed into law. For
example, Sierra Club members work to conserve natural resources.

C. Some people just like the company of other people with similar backgrounds or goals.
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Many people do not belong to any interest group. People at low income levels are less likely than people
from upper income levels to join such groups. So those who might benefit most by joining a group often
do not join.

2. For what three reasons do many people join interest groups?

[3] Business and Labor Groups (page 505)

Many intcrest groups are concerned with economic issues. They try to convince lawmakers of policics
that the groups feel will strengthen the economy.

Business-related interest groups include:

the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM), which works to lower individual and corporate
taxes and to limit government regulation of businesses;

the United States Chamber of Commerce, which speaks for smaller businesses; and

the Business Roundtable, which is made up of exccutives from about 150 of the country’s largest and
most powerful corporations.

The largest and most powerful labor organization is the AFL-CIO. Among the many unions in the AFL-
CIO are the United Auto Workers (UAW), United Mine Workers (UMW), and the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, A separatc group called the Conunittee on Political Education (COPE) raises
funds, conducts voter registration drives, and supports political candidates for the AFL-CIO.

3. What is the role of COPE?

[el Agricultural Groups (page 505)

America’s almost 6 million farmers are represented by the following groups:
the American Farm Bureau Federation, which speaks for large farmers;

the National Farmers’ Union (NFU), which represents smaller farmers and favors high price supports
for crops and livestock; and

the Patrons of Husbandry, or the Grange, the oldest of the farm groups.

Commodity associations represent groups such as dairy farmers and potato growers. Several
congressional subcommittees are organized around commodities.

4. Why do commodity associations have influence on Congress?
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[e] Other Interest Groups (page 506)

Other interest groups range from professional and environmental associations to governmental and
public-interest groups.

The American Bar association and the American Medical Association are two examples of interest groups
that include members of specific professions, These two groups influence the licensing and training of
lawyers and doctors.

The goals of several hundred environmental interest groups range from conscrving natural resources lo
protecting endangered wildlife. Key environmental groups are the Sicrra Club, the National Wildlife
Federation, Friends of the Earth, the American Farmn Burcau, and the Paragon Foundation.

Public-interest groups claim to work for the interests of all Americans. For example, Ralph Nader’s
Public Citizen, Inc., devotes itsclf to consumer and public safety issues.

Organizations and lcaders within American government may also act as interest groups. Twao examples
are the National Council of Legistators and the National Governors’ Association. State and local
governmental officials in these groups try to influence members of Congress and the executive branch.

Thousands of other interest groups have been formed for other reasons. Even foreign governments and
forcign nations seck to influence government in the United States. Foreign-interest groups may seck
military aid, economic aid, or a favorable trade agreement. They may make political donations in an
effort to sway political decisions,

5. What are two goals of environmental interest groups?
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Por use with texthook pages 508-513.

(2)FFECTING PUBLIC POLICY

KEY TERMS

lobbying Direct cantact made by a lobbyist in order to persuade government officials to support the
policies their interest group favors {page 508)

lobbyist An interest group representative (page 50¢)

[DRAWINGIEROVREXE

Have you ever scen students try to influence a teacher to get better grades? Did they beg and plead? Did
they give the teacher gifls and compliments? Or did they try to give convincing reasons? Lobbyists use
similar ways Lo influence public officials.

This section focuses on how interest groups try to affect public policy.

[ORGANIZINGiYOURITHOUGHT:
Use the graphic organizer below to help you take notes as you read the summarics that follow, Think

about the cffect of the Supreme Court ruling on PACs.
CAUSE EFFECT

The Supreme Court rules that spending an
federal candidates is free speech,

[#] Introduction (page 508)

Y

To influence public policy, interest groups use the following methods:
A. Representatives of groups directly contact government officials.
B. Groups use television, radio, magazine, and newspaper ads to create public support for their policies.

C. They may resort to court action or seek a constitutional amendment to achicve their goals,
[=] The Work of Lobbyists (page 508)

Representatives of interest groups often approach senators and representatives in the outer room or
lobby of the capitol. So the process is called lobbying. The people who do this work are called lobbyists.
Lobbying is one of the most widely used methods of interest groups.

Congress defines a lobbyist as anyone who is hired by a client, makes more than one contact on behalf of
the client, and spends more than 20 percent of his or her time serving the client. Lobbyists must register
and file reports with the Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate. These reports tell the issues the
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lobbyist addressed, the agencics contacted, and about how much the client pays the lobbyist. Many lobbyists
were once members of Congress or the exccutive branch. Many are lawyers or public relations experts.

Lobbyists provide policy makers with information and statistics that support an inlerest group’s position.
They are limited in the gifls they can give lawimakers, Lobbyists also testify before congressional commitlecs.
Lobbyists and intercst groups may also help to write bills. Many interest groups have rescarch staffs that
help members of Congress draft proposed laws.

1. What kinds of work experience do lobbyists generally have?

[e] Interest Groups Seek Support (page 509)

Interest groups use the following methods to seck supporl:

Media Campaigns Ads on television, newspapers, magazines, and radio inform the public and create
support for groups’ views.

Letter Writing Members write letters or e-mails to government officials to show broad support for or

against a public policy.

Factors that limit the effectiveness of interest groups are:

A. Groups compete for power and influence, keeping any single group from controlling lawmakers and
other public officials.

B. The larger the group, the more diverse the members. Diversity means that a large group may be
unable to agree on broad policy goals. So smaller groups have been more effective in shaping policy.

C. Most groups struggle to pay even small staffs. However, interest groups’ contributions to political
campaigns have been a great concern in recent years.

2. How do interest groups seck support?

[e] The Rise of Political Action Committees (page 577)

Interest groups provide a large amount of the funds used in candidates’ election campaigns. Most of
these funds come from political action committees (PACs). In 1974 new laws prevented corporations and
labor unions from contributing directly to federal candidates. However, the laws permitted their political
action committees to do so.

According to law, PACs must:

A. register with the government 6 months before an election,
raisc money from at least 50 contributors,

give to at least 5 candidates in a federal election,

follow strict accounting rules, and

me Nnm

give no more than $5,000 directly to each candidate.
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The government does not limit the amount of money a PAC can give a candidate’s campaign as long as
the PAC does not work directly with the candidate.

The Federal Blection Commission (FEC) issues regulations and opinions that control PAC activities. Its
decisions have encouraged the growth of PACs among businesses. The Supreme Court also encouraged
PAC growth. It ruled that national, state, and local committee support of federal candidates was a form
of free specch. There could be no spending limit. Afterward, spending for federal campaigns soared.

3. How does the law limit a PAC’s contributions to candidates?

[e] PACs and the Groups They Serve (page 512)
PACs can be divided into the following groups:

Affiliated PACs Thesc are ticd to corporations, labor unions, trade groups, and health organizations.
They raise funds through voluntary contributions from business exccutives, union officials, workers, and
stockholders. An example of an affiliated PAC is the Realtors’ Political Action Committee.

Independent PACs Groups interested in a particular cause such as free trade may set up PACs that arc
not connected to any existing interest group. An example of such a PAC is Amcricans for Free
International Trade. Independent or nonconnccted PACs raise moncey largely through direct-mail appeals
to people across the nation,

4. How does an affilizted PAC differ from an independent PAC?

[2] Strategies for Influence (page 513)

Political action commitlees generally influence public policy in the following ways:

A. Interest groups promise campaign support for legislators who favor their policies, They also threaten
to withthold support. Groups know that a campaign contribution docs not guarantee a lawmaker will
vote their way. However, campaign contributions at least assure access to officials they help to elect.

B. PACs generally support incumbents, or those government officials already in office, Incumbents in

both the House and Senate have a good chance of winning reclection. Lawmakers disagree about the
amount of influence that PAC support has on their decisions.

5. What do interest groups, including PACs, get from lawmakers in return for campaign
contributions?
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