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Reading Essentials and Study Guide

Chapter 14, Section 3
For use with textbook pages 441447

RESPONSE TO CRISIS: ABSOLUTISM

KEY TERMS

absolutism a system of government in which a ruler holds total power (page 441)

czar the Russian word for caesar, which became the title of the Russian rulers beginning with
Ivan IV {page 445)

boyars the Russian nobility {page 446)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

What do you think is the purpose of dress codes? Do you think dress codes
should be enforced in public schools? Why or why not?

In the last section, you read about the wars, revolutions, and economic
problems in Europe during the seventeenth century. In this section, you will
learn how monarchs in certain countries gained absolute power during this
time. One of these absolute monarchs, Peter the Great, even told people how
they should dress.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the chart below to help you take notes. Identify the countries of the fol-
lowing monarchs and summarize their achievements.

Monarch Country Achievements
Louis XIV 1 2,

Frederick William 3. a4,

the Great Elector

Peter the Great 5. 6.
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Chapter 14, Section 3 (continued)

READ TO LEARN

* France Under Louis XIV (page 441)

The reign of Louis XIV has been regarded as the best example of the prac-
tice of absolutism in the seventeenth century. Absolutism is a system in which
a ruler holds total power. In seventeenth-century Europe, absolutism was tied
to the idea of the divine right of kings. Absolute monarchs had tremendous
powers. They had the ability to make laws, levy taxes, administer justice, con-
trol the state’s officials, and determine foreign policy.

French history for the 50 years before Louis was a period of struggle. Both
Louis XIII and Louis XIV were only boys when they became kings. Royal min-
isters controlled the government. Cardinal Richelieu, Louis XIII's chief
minister, strengthened the power of the monarchy. Because the Huguenots
were seen as a threat to the king's power, Richelieu took away their political
and military rights. He also set up a network of spies to uncover plots by
nobles against the government. When plots were discovered, he executed the
conspirators. Louis XIV came to the throne in 1643 at the age of four. Due to
the king’s young age, Cardinal Mazarin, the chief minister, took control of the
government. During the time of Mazarin, there was a revolt led by nobles
who were unhappy with the growing power of the monarchy, but the revolt
was crushed. When Mazarin died in 1661, Louis XIV, now age 23, took over
supreme power. He had complete authority over foreign policy, the Church,
and taxes. He created a myth of himself as the Sun King—the source of light
for all of his people.

Louis set up his royal court at Versailles. His court served three purposes.
It was the personal household of the king. The chief offices of the state were
located there, so Louis could watch over them. It was also the place where
people came to find favors and offices for themselves. The royal council was
the king'’s chief administrative body. To keep nobles and royal princes from
becoming too powerful, Louis removed them from the royal council. At the
same time, he invited them to court, where he could keep them busy with
court life and out of politics. At the local level, however, Louis’s power was
limited. The nobles, local officials, and town councils had more influence than
the king in the day-to-day operations of the local governments. As a result,
the king bribed people in the provinces to see that his policies were carried
out. Louis had an anti-Protestant policy. He ordered the destruction of
Huguenot churches and closed their schools. As many as two hundred thou-
sand Huguenots left France for England, the United Provinces, and the
German states.

Louis developed a standing army of four hundred thousand. He waged
four wars between 1667 and 1713. His ambitions caused many nations to form
coalitions against him. Through his wars, Louis added some territory to
France’s northeastern frontier and set up a member of his own family on the
throne of Spain. The cost of pursuing wars, building palaces, and maintaining
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Chapter 14, Section 3 (continued)

his court made finances a crucial issue for Louis XIV. His controller-general of
finances was Jean-Baptiste Colbert. Colbert followed the ideas of mercantil-
ism. To decrease imports, he raised tariffs (taxes) on foreign goods. He also
created a merchant marine to carry French goods. Nonetheless, when Louis
X1V died in 1715, he left France with great debts and surrounded by enemies.

7. What is absolutism?

* Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe (page 444)

After the Thirty Years’ War, there was no German state, but over three hun-
dred “Germanies.” Two of these states, Prussia and Austria, became great
powers in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Frederick William the
Great Elector laid the foundation for the Prussian state. He built a large and
efficient standing army. To maintain the army and his own power, Frederick
William set up the General War Commissariat to levy taxes for the army and
oversee its growth. The Commissariat soon became an agency for civil gov-
ernment as well. Many of its officials were members of the Prussian
aristocracy, known as the Junkers. They also served as officers in the army. In
1701, Frederick William’s son officially gained the title of king. Elector
Frederick III became King Frederick I.

The Austrian Hapsburgs had long played an important role in European
politics as Holy Roman emperors. The Hapsburgs made a difficult transition
in the seventeenth century. After the Thirty Years’ War, they had lost the
German Empire, but now they created a new empire in eastern and southeast-
ern Europe. The core of the new Austrian Empire was the traditional Austrian
lands in present-day Austria, the Czech Republic, and Hungary. After the
defeat of the Turks in 1687, Austria took control of all of Hungary,
Transylvania, Croatia, and Slavonia. By the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury, the Austrian Hapsburgs had a new empire, but it never became a highly
centralized, absolutist state. This was chiefly because it was made up of so
many different national groups. Each of these areas had its own laws and
political life. No common sentiment tied the regions together.

8. How was the Austrian Empire of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies different from the old Hapsburg Empire?
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Chapter 14, Section 3 (continued)

* Russia Under Peter the Great (page 445)

In the sixteenth century, Ivan IV became the first ruler to take the title of
czar, the Russian word for caesar. Ivan expanded the territories of Russia east-
ward. He also crushed the power of the Russian nobility, known as the boyars.
He was known as Ivan the Terrible because of his ruthless deeds. When Ivan’s
dynasty came to an end in 1598, a period of anarchy known as the Time of
Troubles followed. This period did not end until the Zemsky Sobor, or
national assembly, chose Michael Romanov as the new czar in 1613,

The Romanov dynasty lasted until 1917. One of its most prominent mem-
bers was Peter the Great. Peter became czar in 1689. He was an absolutist
monarch who claimed the divine right to rule. A few years after becoming
czar, Peter made a trip to the West. When he returned to Russia, he was deter-
mined to westernize Russia. He borrowed European technology, especially for
the military. Under Peter the Great, Russia became a great military power.
One of his first goals was to reorganize the army. He employed both Russians
and Europeans as officers. He built a standing army of 210,000 men. He also
formed the first Russian navy. After his trip to the West, Peter introduced
Western customs, practices, and manners into Russia. He ordered the prepara-
tion of the first Russian book of etiquette to teach Western manners. Because
Westerners did not wear beards or long coats, Russian beards had to be
shaved and coats shortened. Because Western women mixed freely with men,
Peter insisted that Russian upper-class women remove the veils that had tra-
ditionally covered their faces and move out into society. Peter also held
gatherings in which both sexes could mix for conversation and dancing, a
practice he had learned in the West.

Peter also wanted to “open a window to the West,” an ice-free port with
year-round access to Europe. This could only be achieved on the Baltic Sea. At
that time, however, the Baltic coast was controlled by Sweden. Peter fought a
long war with Sweden and finally acquired the lands he needed. In 1703,
Peter began the construction of a new city, St. Petersburg, on the Baltic Sea.

St. Petersburg was finished during his lifetime and became the Russian capital
until 1918.

9. How did Peter’s trip to the West change Russia?
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Chapter 14, Section 4
For use with textbook pages 448-451

THE WORLD OF EUROPEAN CULTURE

KEY TERMS

Mannerism a movement in art that emerged in Italy in the 1520s and 1530s, which emphasized
emotions, suffering, and religious ecstasy (page 448)

baroque a movement in art that began in Italy in the late sixteenth century, which tried to
bring together the classical ideals of Renaissance art and the spiritual feelings of the sixteenth-
century religious revival {page 449)

natural rights rights with which humans are born, including rights to life, liberty, and property
{page 451)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Have you ever attended the performance of a Shakespearean play? Have
you read any of Shakespeare’s works? Which ones do you like best?

In the last three sections, you read about political, economic, and religious
developments in Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In this
section, you will learn about developments in art, literature, and political
thought during this period. Two of the world’s greatest writers, Shakespeare
and Cervantes, lived during this time.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the chart below to help you take notes. Two political thinkers, Thomas
Hobbes and John Locke, both lived in England during the seventeenth cen-
tury, but they developed quite different political theories. Compare and
contrast their political ideas in this chart.

Thomas Hobbes John Locke
Title of political work 1. 2.
View of human nature 3. 4,
Reason given for why 5. 6.
humans developed
governments/social contracts
Type of government promoted | 7. 8.
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Chapter 14, Section 4 (continved)

READ TO LEARN

* Mannerism (page 448)

A new movement called Mannerism emerged in Italy in the 1520s and
1530s. The religious upheavals of the Reformation caused the worldly enthusi-
asm of the Renaissance to decline. People were anxious and uncertain and
wished for spiritual experiences. This was reflected in Mannerism. The rules
of proportion were deliberately ignored. Elongated figures were used to show
suffering, heightened emotions, and religious ecstasy. Mannerism spread from
Italy to other parts of Europe. It reached its high point in the work of El
Greco. In his paintings, El Greco used elongated and contorted figures. He
portrayed them in shades of yellow and green against an eerie background of
stormy grays.

9. How did Mannerism reflect the uncertainty of the Reformation period?

* The Baroque Period (page 449)

Mannerism was eventually replaced by a new movement—the baroque.
This movement began in Italy in the last quarter of the sixteenth century and
spread to the rest of Europe and even Latin America. Baroque artists tried to
bring together the classical ideals of Renaissance art with the spiritual feelings
of the sixteenth-century religious revival. The baroque painting style was
known for its use of dramatic effects to arouse the emotions. Baroque art and
architecture also reflected the search for power in the seventeenth century.
Baroque churches and palaces were magnificent and richly detailed. Perhaps
the greatest baroque artist was the Italian architect and sculptor Gian Lorenzo
Bernini. He completed Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

10. What effect did Baroque artists try to achieve?
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Reading Essentials and Study Guide

Chapter 14, Section 4 (continued)

* A Golden Age of Literature (page 449)

The period in England from the late sixteenth to the early seventeenth
centuries is often called the Elizabethan Era, because so much of it fell within
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. During this period, there were many cultural
achievements, Drama, in particular, flourished during this period. Of all the
dramatists, none is more famous than William Shakespeare. During the
Elizabethan period, theater was a very successful business. Both the lower
classes and the well-to-do enjoyed the theater. Because Elizabethan audiences
varied so much, playwrights had to write works that pleased many different
kinds of people. Shakespeare understood this. He was a master of the English
language, but he also had a remarkable understanding of human psychology.

The theater also flourished in Spain. Every large town had a public play-
house, including Mexico City in the New World. Touring companies brought
the latest Spanish plays to all parts of the Spanish Empire. Beginning in the
1580s, the standard for playwrights was set by Lope de Vega. He wrote an
extraordinary number of plays, perhaps 1500 in all. He wrote his plays to
please his audiences and satisfy public demand. His plays are witty, charm-
ing, action-packed, and realistic. Other forms of literature also flourished
during this time. One of the greatest achievements of the golden age of
Spanish literature was the work of Miguel de Cervantes. His novel Don
Quixote is considered one of the greatest literary works of all time.

11. What form of literature particularly flourished in England and Spain in
the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries?

* Political Thought (page 451)

Two English philosophers, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, developed
political theories in response to the English revolutions of the seventeenth
century. Their theories were very different. Thomas Hobbes wrote a political
work called Leviathan. It was published in 1651. Hobbes was alarmed by the
revolutionary upheavals in England. His work tried to deal with the problem
of disorder. He believed that humans were guided not by reason and moral
ideals, but by a ruthless struggle for self-preservation. He believed that people
made a social contract and agreed to form a state to save themselves from
destroying one another. Hobbes called the state “that great Leviathan to
which we owe our peace and defense.” People in the state agreed to be gov-
erned by an absolute ruler who possessed unlimited power. Hobbes believed
that absolute power was necessary to preserve order in society.
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Chapter 14, Section 4 (continued)

John Locke wrote a political work in 1690 called Tewo Treatises of Governnient.
Locke did not believe in the absolute rule of one person. He believed that
before society was organized, humans lived in a state of equality and free-
dom, not a state of war. He believed that humans had certain natural rights
(rights with which they were born). These included rights to life, liberty, and
property. He believed that people agreed to establish a government to ensure
the protection of their rights. The contract between people and government
involved mutual obligations. Government would protect the rights of people,
and people would act reasonably toward government. If a government broke
the contract, people could form a new government. Locke’s ideas can be
found in the American Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution.

12. What are “natural” rights?
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