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Reading Essentials and Study Guide

Chapter 13, Section 1
For use with textbook pages 407-413

EXPLORATION AND EXPANSION

KEY TERMS

conquistadors Spanish conquerors of the Americas {(page 472)

colony a settlement of people living in a new territory, linked with the parent country by trade
and direct government control {page 413)

mercantilism a set of principles that dominated economic thought in the seventeenth century,
which emphasized the accumulation of bullion through government invelvement in the pro-
motion of industries and trade (page 413)

balance of trade the difference in value between what a nation imports and what it exports
over time (page 413)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

What places today are unknown and still being explored? Do you think you
would be interested in taking part in these explorations? Why or why not?

In this section, you will learn about early explorations by European nations,
especially in the Americas.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the chart below to help you take notes. Identify the nationality of each
of the following explorers and summarize their explorations.

Explorer Nationality Explorations .
Vasco da Gama 1. 2. 3
s
£
Christopher Columbus 3. 4, 5
=
2
John Cabot 5, 6. iz
o
Francisco Pizarro 7. 8. -E
5
Ferdinand Magellan 9. 10. ’
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READ TO LEARN

* Motive and Means (page 407)

In the fifteenth century, Europeans began to sail all over the world. Because
of conquests by the Ottoman Turks in the fourteenth century, Europeans could
no longer travel by land to the East, like Marco Polo had done in the thir-
teenth century. This problem made them attempt to reach Asia by sea. They
had three main motives for undertaking these dangerous voyages. The first
motive was economic. Europeans hoped to find precious metals and to
expand trade, especially for the spices of the East. The second motive was reli-
gious. Many Europeans believed that it was their duty to convert other
peoples to Christianity. The third motive was a desire for glory and adven-
ture. These three motives are sometimes referred to as “God, glory, and gold.”

Not only did Europeans of the fifteenth century have motives for explo-
ration, but they also had the means that they had not had before. By the
second half of the fifteenth century, European monarchies had increased their
power and their resources and were able to sponsor voyages. Europeans had
also reached a level of technology that made the voyages possible.

11. What were the three main reasons that Europeans of the fifteenth cen-
tury were willing to make dangerous voyages?

e The Portuguese Trading Empire (page 409)

Beginning in 1420, Portuguese fleets began to explore the western coast of
Africa. These fleets were sponsored by Prince Henry the Navigator. In Africa,
the Portuguese discovered a new source of gold. The southern coast of West
Africa became known to Europeans as the Gold Coast.

Portuguese sea captains heard about a route to Indian around the southern
tip of Africa. In 1488, Bartholomeu Dias rounded the tip, called the Cape of
Good Hope. Later, Vasco da Gama went around the cape and cut across the
Indian Ocean to the coast of India. There he took on a cargo of spices. After
he returned to Portugal, he made a profit of several thousand percent.
Portuguese fleets returned to the area to gain control of the spice trade, which
had been controlled by the Muslims. In 1509, a Portuguese fleet defeated a fleet
of Turkish and Indian ships off the coast of India. A year later, Admiral Afonso
de Albuquerque set up a port at Goa, on the western coast of India. The
Portuguese then began to search for the source of the spice trade. Albuquerque
gained control of Melaka, which was a thriving port for the spice trade. From
Melaka, the Portuguese made expeditions to China and the Spice Islands. They
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signed a treaty with a local ruler for the purchase and export of cloves. This
treaty gave the Portuguese control of the spice trade. The Portuguese now had
a trading empire, but they did not try to colonize the Asian regions.

12. How did the Portuguese gain control of the spice trade?

* Voyages to the Americas (page 410)

The Portuguese sailed eastward through the Indian Ocean to reach the
source of the spice trade. The Spanish tried to reach it by sailing westward
across the Atlantic Ocean. Christopher Columbus, an Italian, believed that he
could reach Asia by sailing west, instead of east around Africa. He persuaded
Queen Isabella of Spain to finance an expedition. In October 1492, he reached
the Americas. He believed that he had reached Asia. He made three more voy-
ages to try to find a route through the islands to the Asian mainland. In his
four voyages, he reached all of the major islands of the Caribbean and
Honduras in Central America. Still convinced that he was in Asia, he called
the islands the Indies.

By the 1490s, both Spain and Portugal had explored new lands. Both coun-
tries were afraid that the other might claim some of its newly discovered
territories. In 1494, they signed the Treaty of Tordesillas. This treaty created a
line of demarcation, an imaginary line that extended from north to south
through the Atlantic Ocean and the easternmost part of South America.
Unexplored territories east of the line would be controlled by Portugal. Those
west of the line would be controlled by Spain. The treaty gave Portugal control
over its route around Africa. It gave Spain rights to almost all of the Americas.

The governments of many countries began to sponsor expeditions to the
Americas. A Venetian seaman, John Cabot, explored the New England coast-
line for England. The Portuguese sea captain Pedro Cabral landed in South
America in 1500. Amerigo Vespucci went along on several voyages and wrote
letters describing what he saw. His letters led to the use of the name America
for the new lands. Europeans called these lands the New World, but they
were only new to the Europeans. They already had flourishing civilizations
when the Europeans arrived.

13. What name did Columbus give to the islands he explored? Why?
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Chapter 13, Section 1 (ontinued)

* The Spanish Empire (page 412)

The Spanish conquerors of the Americas were known as conquistadors. Their
weapons brought them incredible success. The forces of Hérnan Cortés took
only three years to overthrow the Aztec Empire in Central America. By 1550,
the Spanish had gained control of northern Mexico. In South America, an expe-
dition led by Francisco Pizarro took control of the Inca Empire. The Portuguese
took over Brazil, which fell on their side of the line of demarcation.

By 1535, the Spanish had created a system of colonial administration in the
Americas. Queen Isabella declared the Native Americans to be her subjects.
She granted the Spanish settlers encomienda (the right to use Native Americans
as laborers). Spanish settlers were supposed to protect Native Americans, but
few did. Instead, they put them to work on sugar plantations and in gold and
silver mines. Forced labor, starvation, and disease took a terrible toll on
Native American lives. The native peoples had little resistance to European
diseases, and 30 to 40 percent of them died from smallpox, measles, and
typhus. In the early years of the conquest, Catholic missionaries converted
and baptized hundreds of thousands of native peoples. Native American
social and political structures were torn apart and replaced by European sys-
tems of religion, language, culture, and government.

14. How did Spanish colonization of the Americas affect the Native
American peoples?

* Economic Impact and Competition (page 412)

Wherever they went, Europeans searched for gold and silver. Gold, silver,
sugar, dyes, cotton, vanilla, and hides soon flowed into Europe from the
Americas. Agricultural products, such as potatoes, coffee, corn, and tobacco,
were also shipped to Europe. Because of its trading posts in Asia, Portugal
soon became the chief entry point for the trade in spices, jewels, silk, carpets,
ivory, leather, and perfumes.

By the end of the sixteenth century, several European countries were vying
for the eastern trade. Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese explorer who was
financed by the king of Spain, sailed around the tip of South America and
crossed the Pacific Ocean to the Philippine Islands. The Spanish then estab-
lished a colony in the Philippines. Spanish ships carried silver from Mexico to
the Philippines and returned to Mexico with silk and other luxury goods. At the
beginning of the seventeenth century, an English fleet landed on the northwest-
ern coast of India and established trade relations with the people there. The first
Dutch fleet arrived in India in 1595. Shortly after, the Dutch formed the East
India Company and began competing with the English and the Portuguese.
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The Dutch also formed the West India Company to compete in the
Americas. They established the Dutch colony of New Netherland in the
Hudson River valley. However, the English seized the colony of New
Netherland and renamed it New York. They also founded Virginia and the
Massachusetts Bay Colony. By 1700, the English had established a colonial
empire along the eastern seaboard of North America, The French were also
interested in the Americas and colonized parts of what is now Canada and
Louisiana.

In the 1500s and 1600s, European nations established trading posts and
colonies in the Americas and the East. A colony is a settlement of people living
in a new territory, linked with the parent country by trade and direct govern-
ment control. Colonies played a role in the theory of mercantilism, a set of
principles that dominated economic thought in the seventeenth century.
According to mercantilists, the prosperity of a nation depended on a large
supply of bullion (gold and silver). To bring in gold and silver, nations tried to
have a favorable balance of trade. The balance of trade is the difference in
value between what a nation imports and what it exports over time, When the
balance is favorable, the goods exported are of greater value than those
imported. To encourage exports, governments stimulated export industries
and trade. They granted subsidies, or payments, to new industries and
improved transportation systems. They tried to keep foreign goods out of
their own countries by placing high tariffs (taxes) on these goods. Colonies
were important because they were sources of raw materials and were markets
for finished goods.

15. Why were colonies important in the theory of mercantilism?
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Chapter 13, Section 2
For use with fextbook pages 415-418

AFRICA IN AN AGE OF TRANSITION

L

£

KEY TERMS

plantations large agricultural estates that often depended on slavery to provide the labor they
needed (page 416)

triangular trade a pattern of trade that connected Europe, Africa and Asia, and the American
continents {page 4156)

Middle Passage the journey of slaves from Africa to the Americas (the middle portion of the tri-
angular trade route) (page 476)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Have you ever read about a plantation? How did the plantation owners
live? How did the workers or slaves live?

In the last section, you learned about European exploration and coloniza-
tion of the Americas. In this section, you will learn how the need for labor in
the new colonies led to an increase in the slave trade. You will also learn
about the impact that Europeans and the slave trade had on Africa.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the diagram below to help you take notes. List the goods that were
traded by each of the three areas on the triangular trade route. Indicate which
section of the triangle was the Middle Passage.

3. The Americas
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READ TO LEARN

* The Slave Trade (page 415)

Slavery had been practiced in Africa since ancient times. The primary mar-
ket for slaves was Southeast Asia, where most slaves were used as domestic
servants. Slavery also existed in some European countries. The demand for
slaves increased dramatically with the discovery of the Americas in the 1490s.
During the sixteenth century, plantations (large agricultural estates) that grew
sugar cane were set up in Brazil and on islands in the Caribbean. Growing
sugar cane requires much labor. African slaves were shipped to Brazil and the
Caribbean to work on the plantations.

In 1518, a Spanish ship carried the first boatload of slaves directly from
Africa to the Americas. During the next two centuries, the trade in slaves
grew dramatically and became part of the triangular trade. In the triangular
trade system, European ships carried manufactured goods, such as guns and
cloth, to Africa, where they were traded for a cargo of slaves. The slaves were
then shipped to the Americas and sold. Europeans then bought tobacco,
molasses, sugar, and raw cotton and shipped them back to Europe. As many
as ten million African slaves were brought to the Americas between the early
sixteenth and the late nineteenth centuries.

The journey from Africa to the Americas became known as the Middle
Passage, the middle portion of the triangular trade route, Many slaves died on
the journey. Those who arrived often died because they had little or no immu-
nity to diseases.

Before Europeans became involved in the slave trade, most slaves in Africa
were prisoners of war. Slaves were sold at slave markets on the coasts. At
first, African slave traders got their supplies of slaves from coastal areas
nearby. As the demand for slaves increased, they began to move farther
inland to find their victims. Many local rulers traded slaves. They viewed
slaves as a source of income. Many sent raiders into defenseless villages in
search of victims. Some local rulers became concerned about the impact of the
slave trade on their societies, but their protests were generally ignored by
Europeans and other Africans.

The slave trade led to the depopulation of some areas. It also took the
youngest and strongest men and women from many communities. The need
to provide a constant supply of slaves led to increased warfare in Africa.
Coastal leaders increased their raids on neighboring peoples. Of course, the
slave trade always had tragic effects on the lives of individual victims and
their families. The slave trade alsc had a devastating effect on some African
states. In Benin, for example, the slave trade caused the population to decline
and warfare to increase. As time went on, the people of Benin lost their faith
in their gods, their art deteriorated, and human sacrifice became more
common.
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Chapter 13, Section 2 (continued)

4. How did the discovery of the Americas change the slave trade in Africa?

e Political and Social Structures (page 417)

In general, the European influence in Africa did not extend beyond the
coastal regions. Only in a few areas, such as South Africa and Mozambique,
were there signs of a permanent European presence. In most areas, traditional
African political systems continued to exist. By the sixteenth century, monar-
chy had become a common form of government throughout Africa. Some
kingdoms were highly centralized, but others were more like collections of
small principalities, knit together by ties of kinship or other loyalties. Many
Africans continued to live in small political units in which authority rested in
a village leader.

Europeans were causing changes in other ways, however. In the western
Sahara, trade with Europeans caused trade routes to shift toward the coast.
This led to the weakening of the old Songhai trading empire. It also helped a
new Moroccan dynasty to emerge in the late sixteenth century. In 1591,
Moroccan forces defeated the Songhai army and then occupied the city of
Timbuktu. Eventually, the Moroccans were forced to leave, but Songhai was
never the same.

Foreigners also influenced African religious beliefs, but Europeans had less
influence than the Islamic culture. In North Africa, Islam continued to expand.
It also spread southward into the states of West Africa. The Portuguese
engaged in some Christian missionary activity in Africa, but the English,
Dutch and French did very little to spread the Christian message. The spread
of Christianity was mainly limited to South Africa and Ethiopia.

5. In what ways did foreigners influence Africa?
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Chapter 13, Section 3
For use with textbook pages 419422

SOUTHEAST ASIA IN THE ERA OF THE SPICE TRADE

KEY TERMS

mainland states states that are part of a continent, as distinguished from peninsulas or offshore
islands {page 421)

bureaucracy a body of nonelective government officials (page 422)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Have you ever thought what life would be like if you did not have spices
for your food? What spices do you like best? How much would you be will-
ing to pay for your favorite spices?

In the last section, you learned about the impact of Europeans and the slave
trade on Africa. In this section, you will learn about the impact of Europeans
and the spice trade on Southeast Asia.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the chart below to help you take notes. There were four main styles of
kingship in Southeast Asia at the time of the spice trade. Summarize those
four styles of kingship in this chart.

Region Style of Kingship
1 2.
3 4,
5 6
7 8.
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Chapter 13, Section 3 (ontinved}

READ TO LEARN

* Emerging Mainland States (page 419)

In 1500, mainland Southeast Asia was a relatively stable region. Kingdoms
with their own ethnic, linguistic, and cultural characteristics were being
formed. Conflicts eventually erupted among the emerging states. There was a
bitter conflict between the Thai and the Burmese. In 1767, a Burmese army
sacked the Thai capital. This forced the Thai to create a new capital at
Bangkok, farther to the south. By the end of the fifteenth century, the
Vietnamese had subdued the state of Champa and gradually took control of
the Mekong delta from the Khmer. By 1800, the Khmer monarchy had virtu-
ally disappeared.

In the Malay Peninsula and the Indonesian Archipelago, Muslim merchants
in search of spices caused changes. New states arose along the trade route cre-
ated by the Muslims. In the fifteenth century, the sultanate of Melaka became
the leading power in the region. It owed its power to its location and to the
rapid growth of the spice trade.

9. Why did Melaka become the leading power in the region?

¢ The Arrival of Europeans (page 420)

In 1511, the Portuguese seized Melaka and soon occupied the Moluccas.
The Moluccas were known to Europeans as the Spice Islands. They were the
chief source of the spices that had attracted the Portuguese to the Indian
Ocean. The Portuguese set up small settlements, which they used as trading
posts. They did not have the resources to make colonies in the area. When
English and Dutch traders arrived, things changed. In the early 1600s, the
Dutch gradually pushed the Portuguese out of the spice trade. They took over
most of the Portuguese forts along the trade route, including Melaka. The
Dutch traders also drove the English traders out of the spice market. The
English were left with a single port on the southern coast of Sumatra. The
Dutch tried to dominate the clove trade by limiting the growing of cloves to
one island. They also established a fort at Batavia on the island of Java in
1619. They gradually took control of the entire island.
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The arrival of Europeans had less impact on mainland Southeast Asia. The
Portuguese had limited trade relations with several mainland states, including
Thailand, Burma, and Vietnam. (Mainland states are states that are part of the
continent, as distinguished from peninsulas or offshore islands.) These states
had strong monarchies that resisted foreign intrusion. When other European
nations began to compete for trade and missionary privileges in the area, the
mainland states were able to unite and drive them out.

In Vietnam, a civil war temporarily divided the country into two separate
states. When the Europeans arrived in the mid-seventeenth century, they
began to build trading posts and to take sides in Vietnamese politics. By the
end of the seventeenth century, however, most of the trading posts were aban-
doned, when it became clear that the economic opportunities in this area were
limited. French missionaries tried to stay, but their efforts were blocked by the
Vietnamese authorities, who saw Catholicism as a threat to the prestige of the
Vietnamese emperor.

10. Why did Europeans have less of an impact on mainland Southeast Asia
than on non-mainland states?

* Religious and Political Systems (page 422)

Religious beliefs changed in Southeast Asia during the period from 1500 to
1800. Islam and Christianity were beginning to attract converts, especially in
the non-mainland states and the Philippines. Buddhism was advancing on the
mainland. It became dominant from Burma to Vietnam. Traditional beliefs still
survived, however, and influenced the new religions.

The political systems in Southeast Asia evolved into four main styles of
kingship: Buddhist kings, Javanese kings, Islamic sultans, and Vietnamese
emperors. All of these styles adapted foreign models of government to local
circumstances. The Buddhist style of kingship was the main form of govern-
ment in Burma, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia. In this style, the king was
considered superior to other human beings. He served as a link between
humans and the universe. The Javanese style was based on political traditions
in India and was similar to the Buddhist system in many ways. Javanese
kings were believed to have a sacred quality. They maintained the balance
between the sacred and material worlds.
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Chapter 13, Section 3 (continued)

The Islamic style was found on the Malay Peninsula and in the small states
on the Indonesian Archipelago. In this style, the head of state was a sultan. He
was viewed as a mortal, but with some special qualities. He defended the
Islamic faith and staffed his bureaucracy (a body of nonelected government
officials) mainly with aristocrats.

In Vietnam, kingship followed the Chinese model. The Viethamese emperor
ruled according to the teachings of Confucius. He was seen as a mortal
appointed by Heaven to rule because of his talent and virtue. He was also the
intermediary between Heaven and Earth.

11. How did religious beliefs change in Southeast Asia from 1500 to 18007
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Chapter 14, Section 1
For wse with textbook pages 429-432

EUROPE IN CRISIS: THE WARS OF RELIGION

KEY TERMS
militant combative (page 429)
armada a fleet of warships (page 432)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Do you think having a single individual with total power to govern a
nation could ever be good for a nation? Why or why not?

In this section, you will learn how conflict between Catholics and
Protestants led to wars in many European nations. At the same time, many
European rulers increased their power and their territories.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the chart below to help you take notes. Identify the country and reli-
gion of the following rulers, and summarize their achievements.

Ruler Country Religion Achievements
Henry IV 1. 2, 3.
Philip IT 4, 5. &
Elizabeth I 7. 8, 9,
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READ TO LEARN

¢ The French Wars of Religion (page 429)

By 1560, Calvinism and Catholicism had become highly militant (combat-
ive) religions. They both wanted to win converts and to eliminate the other’s
authority. This was the main cause of the religious wars in Europe in the six-
teenth century, but economic, social, and political forces also played important
roles.

The French Wars of Religion lasted from 1562 to 1598. The French kings
persecuted Protestants, but the persecution did not stop the spread of
Protestantism. French Protestants who were influenced by John Calvin were
called Huguenots. The Huguenots made up only about 7 percent of the total
French population, but 40 to 50 percent of the nobility were Huguenots. The
conversion of so many nobles made the Huguenots a threat to the French
monarchy, which was strongly Catholic. An extreme Catholic party also
strongly opposed the Huguenots. They were known as the ultra-Catholics.
They were able to recruit and pay for large armies. Although the main issue in
the French wars was religion, other factors also played a role. Many towns
and provinces had long resisted the power of French monarchy. They were
willing to assist the Huguenot nobles in weakening the monarchy.

For 30 years, there were battles in France between the Catholics and
Huguenots. Finally in 1589, Henry of Navarre became king of France. As king,
his name was Henry IV. He was the political leader of the Huguenots and a
member of the Bourbon dynasty. He realized that he would never be accepted
as king by most of Catholic France, so he converted to Catholicism. To solve
the religious problem, he issued the Edict of Nantes in 1598. The edict recog-
nized Catholicism as the official religion of France, but it gave Huguenots the
right to worship. It also gave them full political rights.

10. Who were the Huguenots?

e Philip IT and Militant Catholicism (page 430)

The greatest supporter of militant Catholicism in the second half of the six-
teenth century was King Philip II of Spain. He reigned from 1556 to 1598. His
first major goal as king was to consolidate the lands he had inherited from his
father, Charles V. These included Spain, the Netherlands, and possessions in
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Italy and the Americas. To strengthen his control, he insisted on strict con-
formity to Catholicism and strong monarchical authority. The Catholic faith
was important to both Philip II and the Spanish people. Spain saw itself as a
nation of people chosen by God to save Catholic Christianity from the
Protestant heretics.

Philip I became a champion of Catholic causes. He led a Holy League
against the Turks. This resulted in a victory over the Turkish fleet in the Battle
of Lepanto in 1571. He was not as successful in the Netherlands. The Spanish
Netherlands consisted of 17 provinces (modern Netherlands and Belgium). It
was one of the richest parts of Philip’s empire. Philip tried to strengthen his
control in this region. The nobles of the Netherlands strongly opposed him.
Philip also tried to crush Calvinism in the Netherlands. Violence broke out in
1566 when Calvinists began to destroy statues in Catholic churches. Philip
sent ten thousand troops to crush the rebellion. In the northern provinces, the
Dutch, under the leadership of William the Silent, offered growing resistance.
Finally, in 1609, a 12-year truce ended the war. The northern provinces began
to call themselves the United Provinces of the Netherlands. They became the
core of the modern Dutch state. The seventeenth century has been called the
golden age of the Dutch Republic.

Philip's reign ended in 1598. At that time, Spain was the most populous
empire in the world. It controlled almost all of South America and a number
of settlements in Asia and Africa. To most Europeans, it seemed to be the
greatest power at the time. However, its treasury was empty. Philip II had
gone bankrupt from spending too much on war. The armed forces were out-
of-date, and the government was inefficient. Spain continued to play the role
of a great power, but real power had shifted to England.

11. Why is Philip II called the “Most Catholic King”?

¢ The England of Elizabeth (page 431)

During the reign of Elizabeth Tudor, England became the leader of the
Protestant nations of Europe and laid the foundations for a world empire.
Elizabeth became queen in 1558. To solve the religious problem in England,
she repealed the laws favoring Catholics that had been passed under her
Catholic half-sister, Mary Tudor. A new Act of Supremacy named Elizabeth as
the “only supreme governor” of both church and state. The Church of
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Chapter 14, Section 1 (continued)

England under Elizabeth was basically Protestant, but it followed a moderate
Protestantism that kept most people satisfied.

Elizabeth tried to keep Spain and France from becoming too powerful by
balancing power. If one nation seemed to be getting more powerful, England
would support the weaker nation. Philip II of Spain wanted to invade
England, partly to overthrow Protestantism. His advisers told him that the
people of England would rise against Elizabeth when the Spaniards arrived.
In 1588, Philip ordered preparations for an armada (a fleet of warships) to
invade England. But the Spanish were no match for the English. After a
number of battles, the Spanish armada sailed back to Spain by a northern
route around Scotland and Ireland. The ships were pounded by storms, and
many sank.

12. How did Elizabeth solve the religious problem in England?
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For use with textbook pages 434439

SOCIAL CRISES, WAR, AND REVOLUTION

KEY TERMS
inflation rising prices {(page 434)
witcheraft magic performed by witches (page 435)

divine right of kings the belief that kings receive their power from God and are responsible
only to God (page 437)

commonwealth a republic {used especially for the government of England from 1649 to 1660)
(page 438)

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE

Are you concerned about inflation? How have you been affected by inflation?
How many times has the price of a postage stamp increased in your lifetime?

In the last section, you read about the religious wars in France and other
countries in the sixteenth century. In this section, you will learn how religious
disputes continued in many countries and led to the Thirty Years” War in
Germany. You will also learn about the revolutions in England during the sev-
enteenth century and about the social and economic problems, such as
inflation, that plagued Europe during this time.

ORGANIZING YOUR THOUGHTS

Use the diagram below to help you take notes. Identify the rulers of
England after Elizabeth I and before William and Mary.

Elizabeth | 1. 2.

l
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William and Mary
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READ TO LEARN

¢ Economic and Social Crises (page 434)

From 1560 to 1650, Europe had severe economic and social crises, One
major economic problem was inflation, or rising prices. The influx of gold and
silver from the Americas was one cause of the inflation. There was also a
growing population in the sixteenth century. This increased the demand for
land and food and drove up prices for both. Spain’s economy was seriously
failing by the 1640s. It had grown dependent on imported silver, and the sil-
ver mines were producing less silver. Italy was the financial center of Europe
in the Renaissance, but it was also declining economically.

The population in Europe increased from about 60 million in 1500 to 85 mil-
lion by 1600. By 1620, the population began to level off. By 1650, it began to
decline, especially in central and southern Europe. Warfare, plague, and
famine all contributed to the population decline.

6. What were some of the causes of inflation in the sixteenth and early
seventeenth centuries?

* The Witchcraft Trials (page 435)

A belief in witcheraft, or magic, had been part of traditional village culture
for centuries. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, an intense hys-
teria about witchcraft affected the lives of many Europeans. More than a
hundred thousand people were charged with witchcraft. As more and more
people were brought to trial, the fear of witches grew. So did the fear of being
accused of witchcraft. Poor, common people were the ones most often
accused. More than 75 percent of those accused were women. Most of them
were single or widowed and over 50 years old. Under torture, accused
witches usually confessed.

By 1650, the witchcraft hysteria had begun to lessen. Officials were less
willing to disrupt their societies with witch trials. People were also less will-
ing to believe in the old view of a world haunted by evil spirits.
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7. Which people were most likely to be accused of witchcraft?

e The Thirty Years’ War (page 435)

Religious disputes continued in Germany after the Peace of Augsburg in
1555. One reason for the disputes was that Calvinism had not been recognized
by the peace settlement. Religion played an important role in the start of the
Thirty Years’ War, but there were also political and territorial motives for this
war. The war began in 1618. At first, it was a struggle between Catholic forces
and Protestant nobles in Bohemia. The Protestant nobles were primarily
Calvinists who rebelled against the Hapsburg emperors. Soon the conflict
became a political one. Denmark, Sweden, France, and Spain all entered the
war. The war became a struggle between France and the rulers of Spain and
the Holy Roman Empire. Most of the battles of the war were fought on
German soil. For 30 years, Germany was plundered and destroyed. The Peace
of Westphalia ended the war in 1648. It stated that all German states, inciud-
ing the Calvinist ones, could determine their own religion. The states that had
made up the Holy Roman Empire were recognized as independent states.
This brought an end to the Holy Roman Empire. Germany would not be
united again for another two hundred years. France, on the other hand,
emerged from the war as the dominant nation in Europe.

8. What was the impact of the Thirty Years’ War on Germany and France?

e Revolutions in England (page 437)

The civil war in England is known as the English Revolution. It began as a
struggle between the king and Parliament to determine what role each should
play in governing England. After Queen Elizabeth died in 1603, the Tudor
dynasty came to an end. The Stuart line of rulers began when Elizabeth's
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cousin, the king of Scotland, became James I of England. He ruled from 1603
to 1625. James believed in the divine right of kings (that kings receive their
power from God and are responsible only to God). Parliament, on the other
hand, believed that the king or queen and Parliament ruled England together.

Religion was also an issue. The Puritans (Protestants in England inspired by
Calvinist ideas) did not like the king's strong defense of the Church of
England. The Puritans were part of the Church of England, but they wanted
to make it more Protestant. Many of England’s wealthy landowners had
become Puritans. These Puritans were an important part of the House of
Commons, the lower house of Parliament.

The conflict began during the reign of James but came to a head during
the reign of his son, Charles I. Charles ruled from 1625 to 1649. In 1628,
Parliament passed a petition that prohibited the passing of any taxes without
Parliament’s consent. At first, Charles I accepted this petition, but he later
changed his mind, because the petition put limits on the king's power.
Charles also tried to impose more ritual on the Church of England. To the
Puritans, this was a return to Catholic practices. When Charles tried to force
them to accept his religious policies, thousands of Puritans went to America.
This is an example of how religious struggles in England influenced
American history.

In 1642, a civil war began between the supporters of the king (the Cavaliers
or Royalists) and the parliamentary forces (called the Roundheads because of
their short hair). Parliament was victorious. This was due mainly to the New
Model Army of Oliver Cromwell. This army was made up primarily of
extreme Puritans who believed that they were doing battle for God. After the
victory, Cromwell purged Parliament of any members who had not supported
him. What was left of the Parliament is known as the Rump Parliament. The
Rump Parliament had Charles [ executed on January 30, 1649. Parliament then
abolished the monarchy and the House of Lords and declared England a
republic, or commonwealth. Cromwell dispersed the Rump Parliament by
force. Cromwell then set up a military dictatorship.

Cromwell ruled from 1653 until he died in 1658. In 1660, Parliament made
Charles II king. He was the son of Charles I. He ruled until his death in 1685.
Parliament passed laws that made the Church of England the state religion
again. The laws also took away some rights of Catholics and Puritans. Charles
II was sympathetic to Catholicism. He suspended the laws that Parliament
had passed, but Parliament forced him to back down.

In 1685, James I, the brother of Charles II, became king. He was an open
and devout Catholic. He named Catholics to high positions in the government
and military. In 1688, a group of English noblemen invited the Dutch leader,
William of Orange, to invade England. William of Orange was the husband of
James’ daughter, Mary. William and Mary were Protestants. They raised an
army and “invaded” England. James fled to France, With almost no blood-
shed, England had undergone a “Glorious Revolution.”
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In January 1689, Parliament offered the throne to William and Mary. They
accepted it, along with a Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights set forth Parliament’s
right to make laws and levy taxes. It also stated that standing armies could
only be raised with Parliament’s consent. The rights of citizens to keep arms
and have a jury trial were also confirmed. The bill laid the foundation for a
limited, or constitutional, monarchy. Another important action of Parliament
was the Toleration Act of 1689. This act granted Puritans, but not Catholics,
the right of free public worship. Few English citizens would ever again be
persecuted for religion. By deposing one king and establishing another,
Parliament destroyed the divine-right theory. William was king, not by the
grace of God, but by the grace of Parliament.

9. What was the “Glorious Revolution” in England?
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