AP Government Chapter 2  Assignment Guide

	Date Due
	Assignments





Vocabulary Terms:

1. Constitution
2. Declaration of Independence
3. Natural rights
4. Consent of the governed
5. Limited government
6. Articles of Confederation
7. Shay’ Rebellion
8. U.S. Constitution
9. Factions
10. New Jersey Plan
11. Virginia Plan
12. Connecticut Compromise
13. Writ of habeas corpus
14. Separation of powers
15. Checks and balances
16. Republic
17. Federalists
18. Anti-Federalists
19. Federalist Papers
20. Bill of Rights
21. Equal Rights Amendment
22. Marbury v. Madison
23. Judicial Review

	


Chapter 2: The Constitution

	

1. Why was flag burning eventually determined to be a legal and constitutionally protected act?



2. What act outlawed the desecration of the American flag?





The Origins of the Constitution


3. Identify and describe the developments that led to the American Revolution.



4. At what meeting of delegates was the Declaration of Independence signed?




The Government That Failed: 1776-1787

5. What did Congress passed in 1777?



6. Describe Shays’ Rebellion and its importance.




7. Explain what inspired the Constitutional Convention in 1787.

 


Making a Constitution: The Philadelphia Convention

8. Compare and contrast the legislatures established by the Constitution and the Articles of Confederation.





Critical Issues at the Convention


9. Describe the Virginia Plan in terms of equality of representation between the states. What were the competing plans?




10. Which article would prohibit Congress from requiring a president to be Christian in order to be elected?





The Madisonian System 

11. Why did the framer create a republican form of democracy?





12. Describe the system of checks and balances created by the Framers.





13. How was Madison’s desire to set power against power within the federal government realized?




14. Explain James Madison’s claim that “Ambition must be made to counteract ambition.”




Ratifying the Constitution

15. How many states had to ratify the Constitution for it to become law?



16. Describe the purpose of the Federalist Papers




17. Who were the Federalists and what did they want?




18. Describe the views of the Anti-Federalists.




19. The Federalists were a minority. How did they get the Constitution ratified?


	
Use Table 2.5 on page 56 to complete the following:
	Anti-Federalists
	Federalists

	Backgrounds
	Backgrounds

	
	


	Government Preferred
	Government Preferred

	
_________________________ state governments
	
_________________________ state governments

	
_________________________ national government
	
_________________________ national government

	
_________________________ election of officials
	
_________________________ election of officials

	
_________________________ terms
	
_________________________ terms

	
Rule by the ___________________________________
	
Government by the ___________________________

	
______________________________________________ for individual liberties
	
_____________________________________________ of individual liberties




Changing the Constitution

20. How many times has the Constitution has been amended?



21. Explain the process for amending the Constitution.





22. Which amendment protects freedom of assembly?



23. What was unique to the ratifying of the Twenty-First Amendment?



24. Explain judicial review.





25. Describe the Equal Rights Amendment.





Understanding the Constitution

26. Which Amendment gave some former slaves the right to vote?
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Chapter 2: The Constitution

	The __________ outlawed the desecration of the American flag.

Answer: Flag Protection Act
Page Reference: pp. 32–35
A-head: Chapter 2 Introduction
Learning Objective: Chapter 2 Introduction
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
Topic: Constitution


Why was flag burning eventually determined to be a legal and constitutionally protected act?

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Recall Gregory Lee Johnson’s burning of the flag as a protest.
2. Discuss the evolution of thought surrounding flag burning.
3. Explain how the Supreme Court came to determine that burning the flag is an exercise of free speech.

Page Reference: pp. 32–35
A-head: Chapter 2 Introduction
Learning Objective: Chapter 2 Introduction
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution



The __________ Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence.

Answer: Second
Page Reference: pp. 35–40
A-head: The Origins of the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.1
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
Topic: Constitution


Discuss the developments that led to the American Revolution.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Explain that the colonies were relatively independent from Great Britain,
2. Discuss the series of taxes levied against the colonies by the British crown.
3. Recognize that taxation without representation in Parliament was deeply offensive to the colonists.

Page Reference: pp. 35–40
A-head: The Origins of the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.1
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution


Congress passed the __________ in 1777.

Answer: Articles of Confederation
Page Reference: pp. 40–43
A-head: The Government That Failed: 1776–1787
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.2
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
Topic: Constitution

__________ Rebellion exposed the problems under the Articles of Confederation.

Answer: Shays’s
Page Reference: pp. 40–43
A-head: The Government That Failed: 1776–1787
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.2
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution



Explain what inspired the Constitutional Convention in 1787.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Detail the problems under the Articles of Confederation, including the inability of the national government to levy taxes or to fund Revolutionary War debt, monetary problems, and problems with interstate commerce.
2. Discuss the role of civil uprisings and disorder like Shays’s Rebellion.
3. Recognize that the original purpose of the Convention was to strengthen the Articles of Confederation.

Page Reference: pp. 40–43
A-head: The Government That Failed: 1776–1787
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.2
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution


Describe Shays’ Rebellion and its importance.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Explain that it was a series of attacks on courthouses by a small band of farmers led by Revolutionary War Captain Daniel Shays to block foreclosure proceedings.
2. Note that it resulted from a postwar depression that left many small farmers unable to pay their debts. Some state legislatures, which had become more sympathetic to the public due to increased democratization at the state level under the Articles, passed laws favoring the debtors. Some states printed almost worthless paper money that creditors were forced to accept.
3. Acknowledge that neither Congress nor the state could raise a militia to stop Shays and his followers, so elites assembled a privately paid force to do the job. This necessity further fueled dissatisfaction with the weakness of the Articles of Confederation system, and thus, the rebellion helped spur the birth of the Constitution.

Page Reference: pp. 40–43
A-head: The Government That Failed: 1776–1787
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.2
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution


Compare and contrast the legislatures established by the Constitution and the Articles of Confederation.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Describe the unicameral legislature under the Articles of Confederation in which each state had a vote.
2. Explain the changes to the legislature under the Constitution, including the creation of a bicameral legislature composed of one house to represent the people (House of Representatives) and another house to represent the states (Senate).

Page Reference: pp. 40–43; 44–45
A-head: The Government That Failed: 1776–1787; Making a Constitution: The Philadelphia Convention
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.2; Edwards L.O. 2.3
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution



__________ would prohibit Congress from requiring a president to be Christian in order to be elected.

Answer: Article VI
Page Reference: pp. 45–50
A-head: Critical Issues at the Convention
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.4
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution


Describe the Virginia Plan in terms of equality of representation between the states. What were the competing plans?

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Explain that the Virginia Plan called for giving each state representation in Congress based on the state’s share of the American population.
2. Contrast this with the New Jersey Plan, which called for a unicameral legislature representing all states equally regardless of population.
3. Relate that to the Connecticut Compromise, which incorporated both ideas. It would have a bicameral legislature with one chamber based on population (the House) and the other with an even share for each state (the Senate).

Page Reference: pp. 45–50
A-head: Critical Issues at the Convention
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.4
Skill Level: Analyze It
Topic: Constitution


Because the Founders did not want the people to directly make all of the decisions, they created a __________ form of democracy.

Answer: republican
Page Reference: pp. 50–54
A-head: The Madisonian System
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.5
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
Topic: Constitution
	
Describe the system of checks and balances created by the Framers.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Indicate that the powers of the government were divided into three branches.
2. Identify the ways in which the Constitution allocates the power to make, interpret, and enforce laws among the three branches.
3. Explain the ways in which each branch has a role in the actions of the others.

Page Reference: pp. 50–54
A-head: The Madisonian System
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.5
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution

How was Madison’s desire to set power against power within the federal government realized?

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Identify checks and balances of the three branches as the culmination of Madison’s desire.
2. Discuss how these operate upon each other. The system of checks and balances is an elaborate and delicate creation. The president checks Congress by holding veto power; Congress, in turn, holds the purse strings of government and must approve presidential nominations. The courts also figured into the system of checks and balances. Presidents could nominate judges, but their confirmation by the Senate was required. The Supreme Court itself, in Marbury v. Madison (1803), asserted its power to check the other branches through judicial review: the right to hold actions of the other two branches unconstitutional. This right, which is not specifically outlined in the Constitution, considerably strengthened the Court’s ability to restrain the other branches of government.

Page Reference: pp. 50–54
A-head: The Madisonian System
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.5
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution

Explain James Madison’s claim that “Ambition must be made to counteract ambition.”

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Indicate that Madison was discussing the need for separation of powers.
2. Describe the three distinct branches of government: legislative, executive, and judicial.
3. Explain why each branch is separately staffed.
4. Discuss the constitutional equality and independence of each branch.

Page Reference: pp. 50–54
A-head: The Madisonian System
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.5
Skill Level: Analyze It
Topic: Constitution


The __________ favored a weak national government and strong state governments.

Answer: Anti-Federalists
Page Reference: pp. 54–57
A-head: Ratifying the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.6
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution

James Madison was the author of many of the essays known as the __________.

Answer: Federalist Papers
Page Reference: pp. 54–57
A-head: Ratifying the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.6
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution

86.	The __________ is/are second only to the Constitution itself in reflecting the thinking of the Framers.

Answer: Federalist Papers
Page Reference: pp. 54–57
A-head: Ratifying the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.6
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution

At least __________ states had to ratify the Constitution for it to become law.

Answer: nine
Page Reference: pp. 54–57
A-head: Ratifying the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.6
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution

Who were the Federalists and what did they want?

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Identify the Federalists as landowners, wealthy merchants, and professionals who preferred a strong central government and weaker state governments with control of the government by the elite.
2. Differentiate them from the Anti-Federalists who were small farmers, shopkeepers, and laborers who wanted stronger protections for individual liberties, stronger state governments, and rule by the common man.
3. Explain that the goal of the Federalists was largely to protect the wealth and property of the elite from the tyranny of the majority.

Page Reference: pp. 54–57
A-head: Ratifying the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.6
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution


The Federalists were a minority. How did they get the Constitution ratified?

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Explain that Federalists may not have had the support of the majority, but they made up for it in shrewd politicking. They knew that many members of the legislatures of some states were skeptical of the Constitution and that state legislatures were filled with political leaders who would lose power under the Constitution. Thus, the Federalists specified that the Constitution be ratified by special conventions in each of the states—not by state legislatures.

Page Reference: pp. 54–57
A-head: Ratifying the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.6
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution

Describe the views of the Anti-Federalists.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Note that the Anti-Federalists were deeply suspicious of a strong national government.
2. Explain that the Anti-Federalists broadly opposed many portions of the new Constitution, including the powers of the executive and the creation of a Supreme Court.
3. Discuss the Anti-Federalists’ concerns that the Constitution provided inadequate protections for individual liberties.
4. Describe the Anti-Federalists’ favorable view of the Bill of Rights.

Page Reference: pp. 54–57
A-head: Ratifying the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.6
Skill Level: Analyze It
Topic: Constitution





	
Use Table 2.5 on page 56 to complete the following:
	Anti-Federalists
	Federalists

	Backgrounds
	Backgrounds

	
	


	Government Preferred
	Government Preferred

	
_________________________ state governments
	
_________________________ state governments

	
_________________________ national government
	
_________________________ national government

	
_________________________ election of officials
	
_________________________ election of officials

	
_________________________ terms
	
_________________________ terms

	
Rule by the ___________________________________
	
Government by the ___________________________

	
______________________________________________ for individual liberties
	
_____________________________________________ of individual liberties




The Constitution has been amended __________ times.

Answer: twenty-seven
Page Reference: pp. 57–63
A-head: Changing the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.7
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
Topic: Constitution
	

Which amendment protects freedom of assembly?

Answer: First
Page Reference: pp. 57–63
A-head: Changing the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.7
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
Topic: Constitution


	The Twenty-First Amendment was the only amendment to be ratified through special __________ conventions.

Answer: ratifying
Page Reference: pp. 57–63
A-head: Changing the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.7
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution


Explain the process for amending the Constitution.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Identify the two processes for proposing an amendment—two-thirds vote in both houses of Congress or national constitutional convention called by Congress at the request of two-thirds of the states.
2. Identify the two processes for ratifying an amendment—by legislatures in three-fourths of the states or by ratifying conventions in three-fourths of the states.

Page Reference: pp. 57–63
A-head: Changing the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.7
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution


Explain judicial review.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Recognize that the Constitution does not explicitly reference the power of judicial review.
2. Describe judicial review as the power of the judiciary to decide whether laws and other governmental actions were constitutional.
3. Explain that judicial review allows a court to strike down federal and state laws determined to be unconstitutional.

Page Reference: pp. 57–63
A-head: Changing the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.7
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
Topic: Constitution


	Describe the Equal Rights Amendment.

Answer: An ideal response will:
1. Discuss the content of the proposed amendment—that equality of rights under the law shall not be denied on the basis of sex.
2. Explain that the amendment was approved overwhelmingly by both houses of Congress in 1972.
3. Note that the amendment failed to gain approval in three-quarters of the state legislatures.

Page Reference: pp. 57–63
A-head: Changing the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.7
Skill Level: Analyze It
Topic: Constitution



87.	The __________ Amendment gave some former slaves the right to vote.

Answer: Fifteenth
Page Reference: pp. 64–67
A-head: Understanding the Constitution
Learning Objective: Edwards L.O. 2.8
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Topic: Constitution







AP Government Chapter 2  Assignment Guide


 


 


 


 


 


Vocabulary Terms:


 


 


1.


 


C


onstitution


 


2.


 


Declaration of Independence


 


3.


 


N


atural 


rights


 


4.


 


C


onsent 


of the governed


 


5.


 


L


imited 


government


 


6.


 


Articles of Confederation


 


7.


 


Shay


’


 


Rebellion


 


8.


 


U.S. Constitution


 


9.


 


F


ac


tions


 


10.


 


New Jersey Plan


 


11.


 


Virginia Plan


 


12.


 


Connecticut Compromise


 


13.


 


W


rit 


of hab


eas corpus


 


14.


 


S


eparation 


of powers


 


15.


 


C


hecks 


and b


alances


 


16.


 


R


epublic


 


17.


 


Federalists


 


18.


 


Anti


-


Feder


a


lists


 


19.


 


Federalist Papers


 


20.


 


Bill of Rights


 


21.


 


Equal Rights Amendment


 


22.


 


Marbury v. Madison


 


23.


 


J


udicial 


Review


 


 


 


 


 


 


Chapter 


2: The Constitution


 


 


 


 


 


1.


 


Why was flag burning eventually determined to be a legal and constitutionally protected act?


 


 


 


 


2.


 


What act


 


outlawed the d


esecration of the American flag?


 


 


 


 


 


 


Date Due


 


Assignments


 




AP Government Chapter 2  Assignment Guide           Vocabulary Terms:     1.   C onstitution   2.   Declaration of Independence   3.   N atural  rights   4.   C onsent  of the governed   5.   L imited  government   6.   Articles of Confederation   7.   Shay ’   Rebellion   8.   U.S. Constitution   9.   F ac tions   10.   New Jersey Plan   11.   Virginia Plan   12.   Connecticut Compromise   13.   W rit  of hab eas corpus   14.   S eparation  of powers   15.   C hecks  and b alances   16.   R epublic   17.   Federalists   18.   Anti - Feder a lists   19.   Federalist Papers   20.   Bill of Rights   21.   Equal Rights Amendment   22.   Marbury v. Madison   23.   J udicial  Review             Chapter  2: The Constitution           1.   Why was flag burning eventually determined to be a legal and constitutionally protected act?         2.   What act   outlawed the d esecration of the American flag?            

Date Due  Assignments  

